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    REVISION BASICS 

Everyone gets nervous as they prepare for exams but revision doesn't have to be a drag, so long as you 

do it in a way that works for you.  

Make a plan 
Work out how much work you have to cover and how much time you have before the exams then draw up a realistic 

timetable. Switch between subjects to avoid becoming bored of a single topic. The most effective way to revise is to 

concentrate on understanding rather than memorizing.  

Know your stuff 
It's much easier to remember stuff once you understand it so if you're struggling, look for fresh sources of info other 

than class notes. Revise with a friend and see if you can figure it out together (be careful you don't just distract each 

other!). Or ask your teacher for help -  they might even be running some revision classes.  

Staying focused 
Find a quiet place at home where you won't be distracted by your family, TV or Twitter. Take short breaks every 

hour or so to give yourself a rest. Drink water and eat healthy snacks to keep your brain ticking over.   

 

Set yourself up with a reward after every revision session. Nothing extravagant -  just a little treat to help you get 

back to your books.  

The night before 
Avoid revision the night before. You'll just stress yourself out trying to cram it all in at the last minute. Complete 
your revision plan early, relax for the rest of the day, read over your notes and try to get an early night.   
 

ôKeep calm 

and carry onõ 

 

S m a l l  s t e p s  t o  a * c e  a c h i e v e m e n t  
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What is the point?  

¶ Visual ï draw diagrams and 
pictures, colour code your 
work, use different colour pa-
per/pens, create images or 
scenes in your mind. 

 

 

 

¶ Auditory ï say the words 
aloud, give presentations to 
an audience, record notes on 
a tape recorder, use mne-
monics. 

 

 

 

¶ Kinaesthetic ï learn by doing, 
hands on. 

Revision is going over  

information. 

When you learn something new 
your brain makes a new connec-
tion. 
If this connection is not fired again, 
then it will disappear and you will 
lose that skill or knowledge. 

 

66% material is forgotten after 7 
days 

88% material is forgotten after 6 
weeks 

You should aim to go over your 
subject material frequently, so that 
you reinforce the new link in your 
brain. 

 

The more frequently you go over 
material, the stronger the link in 
your brain and more of the skill or 
knowledge you will retain in your 
long term memory. 

TYPES OF LEARNERS 
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ART 

              Top ten tips for improving  the Sketchbook  and achieve higher marks 
 

 

 

 

 

                  

1.Ensure all drawings are accurate and always use a full range of dark to light tones. 

2.Draw using materials other than pencil. 

3.Always annotate your work and make the sketchbook interesting and neat by composing each page. 

4.Add flaps and extensions in your sketchbook. 

ACCURACY,  EXTENSIONS 

ANNOTATION, SKETCH BOOK 

5.Draw from observation and take photographs relevant to your work. 
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ART 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Visit Art Galleries and Museums and record the visit in your sketchbook. 

7.  Research at least three artists and complete work in the style of the chosen artists. 

8.  9ƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǇŀƎŜ ƭŜƊ ōƭŀƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƪŜǘŎƘōƻƻƪΦ 

9. .Experiment and explore different materials and techniques. 

10. Ensure there is evidence of reviewing and modification in your sketchbook. 

VISIT GALLERIES 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n: 

Exams come in different formats and ask different types of question depending on the 
course being studied: 
  
Drama and Dance students are more inclined to face essay style exams that entail writing 
two or three essay answers from a choice of several questions put to them in an exam pa-
per. 
  
Music, on the other hand, is more likely to be presented with exams that have a short an-
swer format or may require listening. 
  
Whatever the design of the exam paper and its content, you the student will have to study 
for the exam and answer the questions well enough to achieve a good grade. There are 
ways in which you can revise the information that will help you remember better for an ex-
am, as well as techniques that will help you perform well in the exam. 
  
  

DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC 
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DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC 
 

H o w  g o o d  a r e  y o u  a t  t h e  m o m e n t ? 

Have you recently had to take an exam? 
 
Yes: You have recently had experience of dealing with exams and exam conditions and  
have a good idea what to expect this time. 
 
No: You have not had to face tests or exams before, or not for a while, and you need to 
find out more about what you will be expected to do. 
 

Are you confident you know what exams at this level will entail? 
 
Yes: You have recently taken exams at this level, know how to prepare for them and have 
an idea what the markers are looking for. 
 

      No:  You are unsure what the exam format will be and the type of questions you will be 
asked.  You need to find out whether the exam will involve short answer questions,  

    require essay length answers or have a multiple choice essay format.  You also  
    need help on how best to prepare for the exam. 
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DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC 

   H o w  g o o d  a r e  y o u  a t  t h e  m o m e n t ? 

                    Do you know what information to study for your exams? 
 
      Yes: You are confident that the information to be studied can be found in your  
lecture notes and in the required reading for the module. You know this may be anything 
from live theatre evaluation, professional work study and practical examples, theoretical 
perspectives and outcomes, depending on the modules you have been studying. 
 
No: You are not all that sure what type of information you will be tested on and need to 
remind yourself what was covered by the module. 
 

Are you confident you can tackle exams at GCSE level and perform well enough to 
achieve good grades? 
 
Yes: You have a positive attitude towards exams and are confident you can manage to 
pass. 
 
No: You are worried about sitting these exams and are apprehensive and are not confi-
dent that you will do well. 



Page 9  

g  t i t l e  

C a t a l o g  S u b t i t l e  

S m a l l  s t e p s  t o  a * c e  a c h i e v e m e n t  

DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC 

H o w  d i d  y o u  d o ? 

If most of your answers are óyesô then you have the confidence and the knowledge to prepare 
and perform well in your exams.  However this information will give you tips that will enhance 
your exam preparation and technique.  
 
If you mainly answered ónoô then you can use this booklet for ideas on how to find out about the 
format of your exams, the type of question you will face and what is expected of you.  You can 
also use this information to acquire good exam revision and exam performance tips. 

 
 

What is the best way to revise for exams? 
High-quality revision plays a crucial role in exam preparation.  There are two aspects of  
revision that should be taken into account.  First, make sure that you are revising the right  
information that might be assessed in the exam.  Second, revise in a way that will help you  
remember and use it all on the day of the exam.  The first aspect can be addressed by  
looking over your notes and listing all the key theoretical perspectives and ideas that the  
lesson has covered.  
 
The second aspect can be addressed by practising the sorts of tasks you will be given in the 
exam, such as writing practice essay plans for an essay-type exam or setting yourself  
quizzes to prepare for multiple-choice tests. 
A good study method is to plan a day-to-day schedule including: the topics to be revised, how 
long you will spend on each topic, how you will revise ï e.g. note-taking, trying practice  
questions and a box to tick when you finish each topic.  
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 DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC 

However, make sure your timetable is realistic: take into account all your other 
commitments - e.g. employment, family and always Include time for relaxation.  
Donôt exhaust yourself: revise in small periods no longer than an hour, then take a 
break for 10 minutes before moving on to another activity.  Try to mix the revision methods 
used. 

How can you stop revision becoming boring? 
Good revision is active revision so use different revision methods and stop it becoming too 
boring.  For different active revision methods that can be used, see the óHow to Practiseô 
section below. 

How do you tackle multiple choice and short answer exams? 
A good strategy to adopt when tackling this type of exam is the ó3-wave techniqueô (see óHow 
to Practiseô below).  Some students study hard for multiple choice and short answer exams 
but fail to convert this hard work into good grades by failing to adopt a simple strategy such 
as the 3-wave technique. 
The focus when revising for multiple choice and short answer exams is on facts. 
These types of exams test your ability to recall important information such as  
jargon and theories. 

§ Use your lecture notes as a guide to which topics to revise. 
§ Write a realistic revision timetable: Include the topics to be revised.  
§ How you are going to revise, e.g.: reading notes or practising past papers. 
§ How long you will spend on each topic, including short break every hour or so. 
§ A box to tick when you have finished each topic. 
§ Think about what questions you might be asked. 
§ Look at past papers online. 
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There are some basic procedures you can use for good revision. You can organize all your les-
son notes and handouts. Use highlighters and folder dividers to make the organization of your 
notes clear. This sorting out will give you an overview of the topics you need to revise for your 
exam. You can a plan a day-to-day schedule that can include: the topics to be revised, how long 
you will spend on each topic, how you will revise, for example note-taking, trying practice ques-
tions and a box to tick when you finish each topic. 

 
Make sure your timetable is realistic, take into account all your other commitments for exam-
ple employment, family and include time for relaxation.   
 
Stress can affect the memory and ultimately exam performance: poor preparation and fear of 
exams may cause stress.  You should not fear or resent exams; view them as a challenge, try 

to adopt a positive mental attitude.  Treat revision for exams just like 
athletes view training for a competition: always psych yourself up to 
succeed.  

 
 

DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC 
What is the best way to revise for essay answer exams? 
Essay exams test some or all of the following: how much you can remember of the topic, 
your understanding of the topic, how well you can apply what you have learned, how well 
you understand the question, whether you can argue a point of view, your ability to criti-
cise and analyse, how well you can write in a set time and how well you cope under pres-
sure.  Also, exams give your tutors a guarantee that the work they are marking is all your 
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DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC 

 

The 3-wave technique: 
Wave 1:  
Read through the exam paper.   
Tick the questions you can definitely answer. Circle the questions you want to think about 
for a bit longer before you answer them. Put a cross next to questions you donôt know 
the answer to. Go back and answer all the questions you ticked.  Getting the easy ones 
done first should settle your nerves and boost your confidence. 

Wave 2: 
Tackle the questions you circled - the ones that need a bit more thought.   

Wave 3: 
Finish with the hardest questions, which you put a cross next to.  Hopefully, your revision 
will have done the trick and there wonôt be too many of these. 

After you have completed the paper: 
If you have finished answering all the questions and still have time left, check over all your 
answers carefully to make sure you have not made any mistakes. 

In exam conditions you may be very nervous, tense and working on adrenaline. You are 
more likely to make silly errors if you are anxious.  

 
Check everything you do! 
Always read again through the different possible answers to the question very carefully: 
some answers to the question may seem very similar. 

Never leave the exam early or sit waiting and doing nothing at the end: use every second 
of the exam time to check and recheck your answers.  
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DANCE, DRAMA AND MUSIC 
 
A technique for writing essay style exams 
The first thing you should do before writing an answer is pull your ideas together. Quickly 
brainstorm some basic ideas about the question.  Write these down on paper in any order.  

The next stage is to plan your essay by reorganising the ideas you brainstormed into a logical 
order.  Delete irrelevant initial ideas that will not help answer the question. You can then 
write out a rough essay structure using headings and sub-headings:  

 
Sample essay plan: 

The question: 

òThe Market Price of any factor of production is determined by supply and demand.ó Briefly explain this statement 

and discuss its relevance to the ways in which wages are determined in modern industrial society. 

 

Although the question looks complicated, it can be broken down into two parts: 

Briefly explaining the statement. 

Discussing its relevance to how wages are determined. 

 

1. Introduction - the brief explanation: 

Meaning of terms. 

Simple supply and demand theory 

2. Development - the discussion.  Take each important factor and discuss its relevance to the 

question in turn ð e.g.: 

a)  Differences between the public and private sectors. 

b)  Role of unions.  

c)  Effect of labour laws.  

 Try to include a relevant example for each main point that you make. 
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IGCSE ENGLISH 

  
¶ Create a weekly revision programme: use the practice questions on Fronter and time yourself 
for each question. 

 
¶ Plan out each question before you answer it 
 
¶ Reading Q1: Ensure you cover a range of ideas in the text. Answer each bullet point equally 
and in detail. Use your own words 

 
¶ Q2: Give an overview of the writer's intentions. Select 4 good examples of interesting language 
from each paragraph. Explore the effect on a reader giving different interpretations. 

 
¶ Q3: Carefully select your 15 different points. Collate and organise your points using your own 
words 

 
¶ Writing Q1: Engage your audience with your choice of tone and persuasive techniques. Organ-
ise your argument in your own words. Use punctuation and vocabulary for ef-
fect. 

 
¶ Q2: Sequence your writing and use vocabulary and punctuation for effect. 
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AQA ENGLISH LITERATURE 
  
¶ Create a weekly revision programme: write out your notes; plan and write the practice 
essays on Fronter 

 
¶ Use carefully chosen short quotes from the texts. 
 
¶ Analyse form structure and language, giving different interpretations.  
 
¶ Comment on the writer's ideas and intentions. Comment on the effect on a reader/  
    Audience. 
 
¶ In Of Mice and Men you must comment on the historical context. 
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FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
Coursework: 
 

¶ Choose imaginative, innovative and creative dishes to show flair and originality. 
¶ Show a wide range of higher making skills in dishes chosen. 
¶ Specification points must be justified to achieve full marks. 
¶ Detailed and complex development work needs to be done to achieve highest mark band. 
¶ Analysis and evaluations must have justification shown ï reasons why ï for any statements made to 
show understanding. 

 

 

Exam: Section A:  worth 1/3 of the papers marks!  
 
¶ Plan design question fully with detailed labelling of diagrams and memorize.  
¶ Remember to learn one recipe fully including function of ingredients, process, oven temp, cooking time 
and possible controls.  

¶ Read each question fully making sure you note down each part of the question and re read before you 
go to the next one to make sure you have covered everything. 

¶ Even if the question doesnôt ask for explanation, justification or reasons if there is space add them. 
¶ On longer questions work out a rough plan at the top before starting as memory aids. 
Draw a line underneath. Then start your answer. When you finish draw a cross through 
it but leave it legible in case you have missed something or didnôt have time to com-
plete it! 
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT 
Coursework: 
 
¶ A range of varied and appropriate quotes and references should be used to support observations. 
¶ Research should be used concisely and effectively to develop the controlled assessment. 
¶ Always include your own reasoned and logical opinions. 
¶ Students should show the ability to link and interpret observations to stated aims and expectations. 
¶ Students should recognise change and progression of all four areas of development and should also be 
able to comment on the value of the chosen research area in supporting development. 

 
Exam: 
 
¶ Read each question fully making sure you note down each part of the question and re read before you go 
to the next one to make sure you have covered everything. 

¶ Even if the question doesnôt ask for explanation, justification or reasons, add them if there is space. 

¶ On longer questions work out a rough plan at the top before starting as memory aids. Draw a line under-

neath. Then start your answer.  

¶ When you finish draw a cross through it but leave it legible, this will make sure the examiner knows which 

one to mark! 

¶ Use as much technical language as possible to show you really know your subject!! 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

 
Use revision guide and exam practice workbook to revise topics, key words and case studies 

 

        Learn case studies 
        Location 
        Date 
        Place specific detail relating to the case studies.  
        Being able to write in detail about each case study. 
        Being able to sketch and annotate diagrams relating to case 

       studies e.g. formation of waterfalls, ox bow lakes, cliff retreat, 
       spits. 

 
 
  
 Being able to analyse SUSTAINABILITY of case studies, when looking at either the management of 
case study.  

 
 E.g. responding to a flood or the development of a case study  
 E.g. industrial location in an LEDC.  
 
 Students need to be able to write about the positive and negative impacts in terms of economy, society 
and environment.  
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GEOGRAPHY 

Key Words 
 
Knowing the meaning of key words 
Being able to use key words in writing  

 
Map skills 
 
4 figure grid references, 6 figure grid references 
Reading and understanding contour lines & map symbols 

 
Responding to a question 
 
     (always using figures from graphs/table if applicable) 

 
Describe 
Explain  (developing an answeré.why) 
Compare 
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HISTORY 
 

1. Answer the question that is set and ensure you select the topic you have been taught 

Some students fail to answer the actual question set. Perhaps they misread the question or an-

swer a different question that they had prepared for.  

 

Read the question once right through and then again more slowly.  

 

Some students underline the key words in a question.  

Make sure you do not just write everything you know about the topic.  

 

Only include information if it supports your answer to the question set.  

 

Examiners do not award marks for correct information that is not relevant to the question. If 

there is a choice of questions, make sure you can answer all parts of the question before 

choosing to tackle it. 

 

2. Think carefully about the length of your answer 

You should use the number of marks allocated to the question as a guide to how 

much you need to write.  

¶ Questions that carry 2 or 3 marks require no more than 2 or 3 lines of answer.  

¶ Remember, no matter how much you write you will never score more than 2 or 3 

marks.  

¶ Questions that carry 8, 10 or more marks require extended writing with points being 

explained. 


