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This e-booklet will provide all students and parents / carers with information about everything studied in the Upper School at Shirley High School. It also has all the information required to make fully informed
choices about what subjects to study next year and through to the end of Year 11, how the application process works and answers some of the most FAQs.
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The Options Process can be a daunting one for some students. This e-booklet is designed to give you as much information as possible about the process and the option
subjects. Our aim is that by using this e-booklet you will have all the information you need to make fully informed choices regarding the subjects you will be studying for the
next two years. If you are unsure about anything please do visit the FAQs pages and if your question is still not answered please do not hesitate to contact the school.
The Process
•Heads of department have delivered options assemblies outlining key information regarding their subject.
• Ensure that you attend parents/options evening Tuesday 26 April 2022. The format will give you the chance
to meet teachers and ask specific questions about the courses and discuss your suitability – you need to
choose the subjects that will give you the best chance of being successful.
• Watch our online options subject presentations, which will give you all the information you need to know
regarding the specific content of each subject being offered within the options process
•For information regarding the on-line application form please visit the Application page.
•All Students study either Geography, History, or French for Option 1. Please see the Curriculum Page for more
information.
• Students can then decide whether the English Baccalaureate is right for them. Please visit the English
Baccalaureate page for more information. If you do wish to study for the EBacc then please choose either a
language or humanity, opposite to the choice you made for Option 1.
• If The EBacc is not for you then please choose any subject for Option 2.
• Decide which subjects you would like to study for Options 3 and 4 and include two reserve subjects.
•For more information on every option subject please navigate to the Subject pages in the e-booklet.
• Read the application process carefully and rank your chosen subjects in order of preference.
• Access the on-line application form via the Application page
•Complete the application form deciding whether the EBacc route is for you.
• The application window is open between Tuesday 26 April 2022 and Sunday 8 May 2022
• Forms analysed and students placed in subjects.
• Subject interviews may take place.
• July 2022 – students informed of subjects to be studied from September 2022.
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Some important dates in the process

Information e-booklet uploaded to
school website

29 March 2022

Option presentations with HODs
uploaded to school website

29 March 2022

Options/Parents Evening

26 April 2022

(Parents / Carers and Students)

The Application Window

26 April – 8 May 2022

Confirmation Letter

July 2022
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The KS4 Curriculum is designed to be as broad and balanced as possible while still giving students as much choice as possible. It is therefore centered around a specific combination of 8 subjects .

The curriculum is designed to ensure that all students are as well prepared for the future as
possible, including further and higher education and employment. Option Block 1 in the
process has been designed with this in mind, ensuring that every student has studied the
appropriate subjects to give them every possible opportunity for the future.

All Students
Study the Core
Subjects of;
Mathematics
English Lit
English Lang
Science
Core PE
PD

Option 2

Language
Triple Science
Sciences
Combined Science
French
Any 3 from the
Sciences, Humanities or
Languages
Geography
History

Option 3

Option 1
French
Geography
History

Literature
English

The Eight

How does this affect the Options Choices?
All students will have four option choices to study next year, alongside the core subjects listed
below. Option 1 is chosen as explained above and shown below. For option 2, if you wish to
follow the Ebacc route then you must choose a humanities if a language was chosen in option 1 or
a language if a humanities was chosen. If the ‘open route’ is preferred then any subject from the
list may be chosen. For options 3 and 4 we ask that students choose 4 subjects, from the list of
option subjects, in order of preference. We will endeavour to give your son or daughter their first
two choices but may need to use choices three or four if this becomes impossible due to
timetabling reasons.

Maths

Option 4
EBacc Route

Open Route

Triple Science

Open Route

French
Geography
History

Any option
subject

Triple Science

Any option
subject
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What is it?
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a government initiative that measures students’ achievements in five specified subjects: English, Maths, at least two Sciences, a Foreign
Language and a Humanities subject (Geography or History only). If a student gains a Grade 4 or higher in all five subjects then they will achieve the English Baccalaureate.

The EBacc at Shirley High School

Can I get an EBacc at Shirley High
School?
Yes. All our students study English, Maths and
Science and can choose French along with
History or Geography to give them the
opportunity of gaining the EBacc. If the EBacc is
for you then please use the ‘EBacc’ route on the
application form.

Do I have to study for an EBacc?
No. Our curriculum allows freedom to choose any
combination of subjects from our subject pages if
the EBacc is not for you. If you decide to go down
this route then please use the ‘Open Option’ route
on the application form.
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Please browse department areas by clicking on a subject on the Subject Page or scroll through using the Next and Previous Page buttons in the top bar.

Art and Design

Business Studies

Child Development

Computer Science

Dance

Design Technology

Drama

Food Preparation
& Nutrition

Geography

Health & Social Care

History

Media Studies

French

Music

Photography

Physical Education
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Examples of students’ sketchbook work
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The Course
In GCSE Business Studies, you will learn about how
the world of business works and its relevance to
almost every aspect of modern society. Amongst
other topics, you will learn about planning,
finance, marketing and economics and discover
some of the methods and techniques used to
analyse an organisation’s performance.
Further Opportunities
Businesses are part of our everyday lives;
knowledge of how and why they operate is
increasingly relevant to all students as you aim to
enter the world of work. GCSE Business also
presents an excellent foundation to students who
are considering studying the subject in Sixth Form
and University. The course also appeals to those
who have an ignited entrepreneurial spirit and aim
to start their own business and become the next
Lord Sugar.

Assessment
Assessment Objectives
The students will be assessed on their ability to:
•Recall, select and communicate knowledge.
•Apply knowledge in different contexts, plan and carry out
investigations.
•Analyse and evaluate evidence and make reasoned judgements.

Cross Curricula Links
• Mathematics: the use of data figure to come to judgements
and illustration of statistics
• Geography: the link between globalisation and the impact on
businesses and local people
• English: reading, writing - especially for extended written
responses

Skills
Students following the course will focus on improving the
following key skills through the delivery of the course;

Assessment Methods
There are two components to the course:
1. Paper 1 – Theme 1 Investigating small business - written
examination (90 mins, 50% of marks)
2. Paper 2 - Building a business - written examination (90 mins, 50%
of marks)

•
•
•
•
•
•

Communication
Application of Number
Information and Communication Technology
Working with others
Improving own Learning and Performance
Problem Solving.

Next Business page ⮘
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Business and University

Business and getting a job
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

Recruitment: You will know about the recruitment process and
how you can stand out from other applicants
Marketing: You will understand how to market yourself to
potential employers by using the persuasive marketing tools and
techniques businesses use
Business Functions: You will explore the different functional
areas of businesses allowing you to identify what job role or
department you would most like to work within
Finance: You will learn vital skills to do with monitoring finance –
this will improve your knowledge on how to monitor income
and spending (both in business and personal!)
Production: You will analyse the most efficient ways of doing
things – this will make you more capable in a work situation
Your rights: You will learn about legislation and so will know
what you are entitled to as an employee
Management: When you progress to management positions you
will be aware of the different techniques you could use to
motivate your employees and achieve the best from them

•
•

Listed below are just a selection of business related degrees students can go
on to study at a higher level:
Business, Business Economics, Business with Foundation, Natural Sciences
(Business), Accounting and Finance, Accounting and Finance with
Foundation, Business Finance, Business Finance with Foundation, Design
Manufacture and Management, Business and Management, Business and
Enterprise Management, Business and Financial Management, Business and
Retail Management, Business and Marketing, Business and Human Resource
Management, Business Computing, Business and Operations Management,
Business and Management with other subjects, Business Studies and
French/German/Spanish, Information Systems with Business Studies,
Accounting and Finance, Financial and Business Economics, Financial
Mathematics, Financial Mathematics with Management, Business
Management, Economics and Business Management, Accounting and
Computing Science, Accounting and Information Systems, Accounting and
Mathematics, Accounting and Statistics, Business Accounting and Finance,
Combined Studies (Accounting), Information Systems with Accounting,
Business Information Systems, Business Studies, Business with E-business,
Business with Economics.

⮘ Back to Business Home Page
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Why Study Child Development?
This GCSE equivalent qualification will inspire and equip the candidate with independence and confidence in using skills that
are relevant to the childcare sector. Studying Child Development, candidates will explore:
• The biological development of a baby, from embryo to newborn
• Opportunities to promote positive health and wellbeing for child development
• Creating safe and nurturing environments for children to thrive
• Investigating the nutritional requirements of children from birth to five years and developing suitable meal plans
• Researching appropriate equipment to meet children’s needs in their early years
• A Child Study: developing research-based learning opportunities through play and psychological techniques in observation
to evaluate their approach
Besides acquiring vocationally relevant knowledge and experience, candidates will also acquire the transferable skills of
independent research techniques, presentation and communication skills and the opportunity to work together as a team.
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Potential Careers

Respectful

Nursery worker

●

Midwife / Nurse / Doctor

●

Primary school teacher

●

Social worker

●

Paediatrician
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Potential Careers
Nursery worker
Midwife / Nurse / Doctor
Primary school teacher
Social or Health worker
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT: Course Structure
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What do we do in lessons?
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Coursework examples
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What qualification will I get?
All results are awarded on the following scale:
Level 2 equivalent grade at GCSE 4-9
Distinction* at Level 2 (*2)
Distinction at Level 2 (D2)
Merit at Level 2 (M2)
Pass at Level 2 (P2)
Level 1 Distinction at Level 1 (D1)
Merit at Level 1 (M1)
Pass at Level 1 (P1).
Next CD page ⮘
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Will I be suitable for the course?
✔
✔
✔
✔
✔

Have an interest in human biology, social development and nutrition
Understand that the course is theory based with a high degree of written work
required
Want to work with children in the future
Can work independently and keep to deadlines
Have access to a child (between 6 months and 5 years old) to complete your case
study on – not a sibling
Next CD page ⮘
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Coursework Examples
2 min 50 secs clip
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7hn0O_L6lfI
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Future career opportunities
Students can progress to take further qualifications - Level 3 at college which is equivalent to three A levels, this will enable you to work with
children - e.g.
Nursery worker / manager
Primary School Teacher
Health visitor, Nurse, Doctor, Midwife
Social Worker
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What current Year 11 students have to say about the course
“I am finding it really interesting, it covers so much, even if I don’t work with children it will
help when I become a parent”
“This course is about life skills – so much I didn’t understand before but now I do”
“It’s a lot of writing, but it is all so interesting”
“This course should be a must for every girl and boy in the school”
Next CD page ⮘
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Further Information
Exam Board information
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/610941-specification-cambridge-nationals-child-development-j809.p
df
What the exam board and examiner have to say about the course
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9TXmLILDT6g
Some examples of useful video clips used during the course
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClgWXiJ5R1lRpVprE1_4ahg
⮘ Back to CD Home Page
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Computer Science GCSE gives students an
in-depth understanding of how computer
technology works. It offers an insight into
what goes on ‘behind the scenes’,
including a significant amount of computer
programming, which many students find
absorbing.
In this GCSE:
• Experience programming and making
new software
• Find out how hackers attack computers
• Discover how computers work
• Solve logical problems
What will I learn?
This GCSE will equip you with a range of
transferable practical and theoretical skills:
• Programming skills in a modern language
• An understanding of how computers and
networks work
• Knowledge of cyber-security and how
hackers attack systems

How do I know if I am suited to this
course?
Assessment
• Paper 1 written paper: 1 hour and 30 minutes, 50% of
total GCSE 80 marks. This is a non-calculator paper. This
paper consists of multiple choice questions, short response
questions and extended response questions.
• Paper 2 written paper: This is a non-calculator paper.
Which assesses students’ ability of writing / defining
algorithms, programming fundamentals, producing robust
programs and Boolean logic.
• Students will also be given the chance to undertake a
programming project of 20 hours in length whereby
students develop a piece of work using programming
software following a task brief issued by exam board.

This course is for the young person who thinks in

a logical manner, has the resilience to keep trying
and enjoys solving mathematical puzzles /
problems.

Computer Science is now part of the English
Baccalaureate. As such, this qualification has been
approved by BCS (The Chartered Institute for IT)
and will provide a great stepping stone to higher
study or employment in computer science.

Next CS page ⮘
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Careers in Computer
Science - The world needs
you to develop the future.

Are you in?
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“The course combines practical and written skills with a focus on choreography and performance, as well as analysis and criticism of dance”
The Course:
GCSE Dance encourages students to develop their creative, physical, emotional and intellectual capacity. The course offers students the
chance to study a range of dance styles practically and theoretically. Students will study six professional works in total. The study of
professional dance works develops appreciation for existing works and skills in critical analysis, interpretation and evaluation that
students can apply to their own work.

Practical aspects of the course:
Practically students will develop their dance technique, performance skills and choreographic techniques, skills and process. During the
course students will be required to perform as a soloist and as part of a duet / trio. For the assessed choreography aspect of the course
students will respond to external stimulus set by AQA to create either a solo or a group dance.

Theory aspects of the course:
Throughout the course students will develop knowledge of the body, safe working practices, subject specific terminology and dance
writing techniques to critically analyse, interpret and evaluate their own work in performance and choreography as well as to
demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the six set works in the GCSE Dance Anthology.
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“The course combines practical and written skills with a focus on choreography and performance, as well as analysis and criticism of dance”
Key Requirements:
•
Students must have an interest in the subject both practically and theoretically
•
Dancers must be prepared to appear in regular performance to build confidence and skill
•
Dancers are expected to be committed to rehearsals in their own time, including lunch and after school for at least one
hour per week
•
Students are expected to be focussed and committed
•
All dancers are required to wear an all black kit in practical lessons

How will I be assessed?
Component 1: Performance & Choreography
• Solo and duet / trio performance - 30% of GCSE
• Solo or group choreography – 30% of GCSE

Component 2: Dance appreciation
• 90 minute Written Paper – 40% of GCSE

Further information: Anthology dance works trailer
Next Dance page ⮘
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“The course combines practical and written skills with a focus on choreography and performance, as well as analysis and criticism of dance”
Further opportunities:

Potential career routes:

GCSE Dance provides an excellent foundation for further study of dance at Shirley High
Sixth Form

•

Dancer

•

Choreographer

Shirley High has a strong partnership with the Croydon School’s Dance Association
which offers regular opportunities for extra training and performances

•

Teacher

•

Dance therapist

✔

GCSE Dancers perform in shows both at Shirley High and external venues

•

Community practitioner

✔

Clubs in various styles are offered free to all dancers including technique classes, theory
boosters and choreography classes in a variety of styles

•

Dance company manager

•

Dance administrator

GCSE Dancers will embark on trips to see live dance and participate in workshops

•

And many more!

✔
✔

✔

Transferable skills:
- Discipline - Motivation - Creativity

- Teamwork - Resilience - Problem solving
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Students will gain awareness
GCSE Design and Technology
and learn from wider influences
will prepare students to
on Design and Technology
participate confidently and
including historical, social,
successfully in an increasingly
cultural, environmental
technological world.
and economic factors.

Why Chose Design &
Technology
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The Course
The aim of the course is for students to develop
a broad knowledge of materials, components,
processes and skills for design and
manufacture. These are used to Design and
Make high quality, creative and functional
prototypes.

GCSE D&T Specification at a glance

•

Component 1 – Written Paper
2 hour exam worth 100 marks = 50% of GCSE

•

Component 2 – Non-Examined Assessment
Design Challenge set by exam board
Design and make project worth 100 marks = 50%
of GCSE

Course content will include:• - Product design and manufacture;
• - The use of specialist equipment and
machinery;
• - Health and Safety considerations;
• - Ergonomics
• - Card Modelling, CAD modelling, 3D printing;
• - Materials, tools, components and their uses.
Next DT page ⮘
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Examples of pupils’ NEA project work
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“The course combines practical and written skills with a focus on devising and performance, as well as analysis and criticism of drama and theatre”

The Course:
GCSE Drama offers students the opportunity to explore drama as a practical art form in which ideas and meaning are communicated to
an audience through choices of form, style and convention.
Students will create, perform and respond to drama informed by their theoretical knowledge of drama and theatre. This course is
suitable for students who enjoy working collaboratively within the arts, whilst having a keen interest for exploring both theory and
practical aspects of the subject.
Practical aspects of the course:
Students will experience a wide variety of theatre and performance opportunities. They will be assessed on both collaborative and
independent performance. Students will explore how to devise performances from a stimulus using personal creativity and originality,
and work with script to perform complex and challenging roles.
Theory aspects of the course:
Students will study a vast range of theatrical genres and styles, with particular focus on key theatre practitioners / playwrights and their
influences on contemporary drama and theatre. Students will learn about theatre roles and responsibilities, staging styles and stage
positioning, in addition to exploring both a set text and live theatre productions seen on the course. Students will be able to make
informed judgements and observations through reflections of their own performances and the performances of others.
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“The course combines practical and written skills with a focus on devising and performance, as well as analysis and criticism of drama and theatre”
Key Requirements:
•
•
•

Students must have an interest in the subject both practically and theoretically.
Students must be prepared to work intensively and give up their own time to rehearse.
Drama is an extremely demanding subject which requires dedication, focus, effort and commitment, which is required 100% of
the time.

How will I be assessed?

Component 2: Devising Drama
• Devised Performance
• Devising Log
• 30% of GCSE

Component 1: Understanding drama
• Written exam – 1 hour 45 minutes
• 40% of GCSE

Component 3: Texts in practice
• Performance of two extracts from one play.
• 20% of GCSE

Further information: AQA | Drama | GCSE | Drama
Next Drama page ⮘
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“The course combines practical and written skills with a focus on devising and performance, as well as analysis and criticism of drama and theatre”
Potential career routes:

Further opportunities:
✔ GCSE Drama provides an excellent foundation for further study in
Drama at Shirley High Sixth Form.

• Actor
• Director

✔ GCSE Drama students get the opportunity to work with external
theatre companies and industry professionals.

• Teacher

✔ GCSE Drama students perform in shows both at Shirley High and
external venues.

• Lawyer

✔ Clubs in acting and performance are offered free to all drama
students.
✔ GCSE Drama will embark on trips to see live theatre.

• Journalist

• Arts Administrator
• TV / Film / Theatre Producer
• And many more!

Transferable skills:
-Teamwork –Technical Ability –Communication –Organisation –Creativity –Discipline –Attention to detail –Time Management
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What do you study in GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition?
1.
2.
3.

Where food comes from (provenance) and how to prepare the following commodities
(ingredients): meat; fish; eggs; dairy; fruit; vegetables; cereal grains and potatoes
Principles of nutrition, diet and good health
The science of food – what happens when ingredients are combined under different
conditions
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What will I be assessed on?
• Non Examined Assessment (NEA – practical & written)
• Component 1 : Principles of food preparation and
nutrition, Written Examination 50% 1 hour 45 minutes

• Component 2 : Food preparation and nutrition in
action 50%

Task 2
70 marks (35%)
Food Preparation 3 hour practical
exam & write up
e.g. 3 cultural dishes made with
chicken
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What do we do in lessons?
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Coursework examples
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Where can these qualifications take me?
•

Working in the hospitality industry - chef, front of house staff (waiting staff, sommelier, maître d’), hotel
management, events organiser

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Food teacher
Development chef for major supermarkets or food manufacturers
Food product buyer for major supermarkets of food manufacturers
Food scientist / microbiologist
Dietician, nutritionist
Baker, butcher
Private chef
Back
to FPN
Home Page
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How will you continue your SHS Geography
journey @ KS4? You will build upon your KS3
learning studying the AQA GCSE Geography
8035 syllabus: (click here to view the SHS
Geographical journey)

Why Study Geography?
Are you interested in understanding the
world around you?
Click here to watch this short film about why
Geography matters.

This builds into 4 main components:
• Living with the physical environment
• Challenges in the human environment
• Geographical challenges
• Geographical skills
Plus revisiting and adding to lots of skills based
work such as map skills.

What will your workload be like?
• You will get homework every week, but it will be
varied. It will include written questions, worksheets,
maps, diagrams and preparing presentations using ICT
but it will also include watching short films on You
Tube or watching geographical programmes on TV.
•You will have PLCs for each topic to help you identify
any learning gaps early.
• You will have an extensive glossary of geographical
words to learn and master.
•You will be advised which revision and workbook to
purchase.
• You will have access to resources on Google
Classroom to support you.

The examination process in Geography.
All 3 exams are taken in Year 11.
• 2 x 1 hour 30 mins exams (35% each)
• 1 x 1 hour 15 mins exam (30%)

“Without Geography,
you are no where”
Michael Palin

What kind of jobs can geographers do? To find out - click
here
To complete the fieldwork element of the course we run 2 day trips.
There maybe a small cost involved, but its really important you take part.
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Our SHS Geography Learning journey:
Look at how GCSE builds upon your journey so far
and prepares you for the next steps too.

Top tip: download a news app to
be current in Geographical
affairs!
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How many topics you can
you spot?
Which would you like to
know more about?
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What do Geographers do?

Is Geography a good choice in terms of getting a job?
The answer is a resounding Yes!

Compared to other subjects, geography graduates are among the most employable. They possess the skills that employers look
for. In part this is because the subject combines a knowledge of science and an understanding of the arts.
Geographers can:

Geographers are:
• good communicators
• spatially aware
• socially, economically and
environmentally aware
• problem solvers
• good team players
• computer literate
• well rounded, flexible thinkers

• make a concise reports
• handle data
• ask questions and find answers
• make decisions about an issue
• analyse material
• organise themselves
• think creatively and independently
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Just a few jobs that Geographers do…
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Reminder from first slide:
Why Study Geography?
Are you interested in understanding
the world around you?
Click here to watch this short film
about why Geography matters.

Interested in human
behaviour?
Planner
Social Worker
Market Researcher
Housing Officer
Estate Agent

“Without
Geography, you
are no where”
Michael Palin

⮘ Back to Geography Home
Page

Compassionate

Respectful

Creative

Relentless

Aspirational

Resilient

SHIRLEY HIGH SCHOOL
PERFORMING ARTS COLLEGE
The Options Process

Health and Social Care
⮚Previous Page

⮚Home

⮚About

⮚The Timeline

⮚The Curriculum

⮚The EBacc

⮚Subject Pages

⮚FAQs

⮚Application

⮚Contact us

Please browse department areas by clicking on a subject on the Subject Page or scroll through using the Next and Previous Page buttons in the bar above.

Join us to study a subject that leads to careers in one of the biggest growth industries in the UK!

Next HSC page ⮘

Compassionate

Respectful

Creative

Relentless

Aspirational

Resilient

Next Page⮚

SHIRLEY HIGH SCHOOL
PERFORMING ARTS COLLEGE
The Options Process

Health and Social Care
⮚Previous Page

⮚Home

⮚About

⮚The Timeline

⮚The Curriculum

⮚The EBacc

⮚Subject Pages

⮚FAQs

⮚Application

⮚Contact us

Next Page⮚

Please browse department areas by clicking on a subject on the Subject Page or scroll through using the Next and Previous Page buttons in the bar above.

The Course Outline

Further Opportunities

Key Web Links

Level 1-2 BTEC Tech Award
Health & Social Care

As this is a BTEC Tech award learning will be
supported by regular visits from
professionals working in the Health & Social
Care sectors such as nurses.

The specification from Pearson:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btectec-awards/health-and-social-care/2022/specification-andsample-assessments/60370476-BTEC-Tech-Award-Health-a
nd-Social-Care-2022-spec-PPD1-150721.pdf

Trips will include visits to local care facilities /
environments as well as to lectures delivered
by key members of the healthcare sector.

Careers in the Sector:
https://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/working-health/workin
g-social-care%20

Component One
Human Lifespan Development
Two Internally assessed assignments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tHlT-rLL9Cc
Component Two
Health & Social Care Services & Values
Two Internally assessed assignments
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYw8z58ULjA
Component Three
Health & Wellbeing
External exam – 2 hours
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uudmZ6udohM

Further opportunities to study Health &
Social Care will be provided at the Shirley
High Sixth Form
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Why study Health & Social Care?

Careers in Health & Social Care
Social care in the UK is a bigger industry than you might think. There
are more than 2.2 million people working in the sector in 38,000
different settings. The adult social care sector alone contributes an
estimated £43 billion to the economy. Thousands of organisations
deliver care and support services to people all over the country.
By 2035 the number of healthcare workers is expected to surpass
12.9 million, making the health sector a great place for graduates to
begin a successful and rewarding management career. It’s one of the
fastest-growing industries with more job opportunities and higher
earning potential.

A career in health and social care lets you truly make a significant
difference in the lives of clients and their families. You will be
working with lots of different people every day. Whoever you work
with, you have the opportunity to make a big improvement to
someone’s life. This can make it a very rewarding role, making
health professionals enjoy the personal relationships they make and
the feel of achievement that comes with seeing they’re improving an
individual’s quality of life.
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Health & Social Care Futures
Health and social care industry is one of the largest employment sectors in the UK. It is an attractive industry for
people desiring to make a positive difference in society and looking to find secure employment in today’s
ever-changing economy. Working in this field can also be one of the most challenging and rewarding careers; but it
is also the place where you get the opportunity to make a real difference to people’s lives each day.

Do I need to
be good at
Science?

Is a BTEC the
same as
GCSE?

No! You may not be interested
in the medical side of HSC so
you don’t have to be amazing at
Science.

Yes! It is worth exactly the
same, we just have more
flexibility in HOW you learn in
lesson.

What subjects
go well with
it?

Psychology, Science and PE are
all great partners to the HSC
course content and will help you
understand key ideas we will
cover.

⮘ Back to HSC Home Page

Compassionate

Respectful

Creative

Relentless

Aspirational

Resilient

SHIRLEY HIGH SCHOOL
PERFORMING ARTS COLLEGE
The Options Process

History GCSE
⮚Previous Page

⮚Home

⮚About

⮚The Timeline

⮚The Curriculum

⮚The EBacc

⮚Subject Pages

⮚FAQs

⮚Application

⮚Contact us

Next Page⮚

Please browse department areas by clicking on a subject on the Subject Page or scroll through using the Next and Previous Page buttons in the bar above.

What will I need to do?
You must be prepared for a lot of reading and writing.
You will look at different kinds of evidence and analyse
it.
Films, discussion and group presentations are
important as you need to develop your own ideas
about the past and be able to express them clearly.

Why study History?
Things that happen in the world today
are often the direct result of things that
have happened in the past.
The things you do, the rights you have,
even the way you dress and the music
you listen to are the result of people’s
behaviour and decisions in the past.
You will go on to help shape the future
and some of the lessons of the past will
help you to decide what sort of world
you want for yourself and your children.

What do we study?
Crime and punishment (1000 to present)
Anglo Saxon and Norman England (1060-88)
Super power relations and the Cold War (1941-91)
Weimar and Nazis Germany (1918-39)

Choo
se GC
Histo SE
ry
.
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How will History help me?
The skills of analysis, debate and writing balanced
answers which you will learn are important in
many areas.
If you think you might want to study subjects
such as English Literature, Law, Sociology, Art,
Drama or Politics historical background can be
important.
A good GCSE in History shows you are capable of
thinking clearly, listening carefully and sharing
ideas with others.
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There are three areas where concrete answers will be essential before I
make my decision about history:
1

What can studying the past do for me as a
person?

2

Do employers value history?

3

Will I enjoy the content of the course?
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What is the point of
studying the past?
How can that develop me as a person?
Surely it’s the present that matters!
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When studying History you will:
•
•
•
•
•

Use information effectively – this can help shed light on a
particular problem or issue confronting an organisation or
individual.
Weigh conflicting factors carefully before taking critical decisions.
Be analytical and critical when considering information presented
to you.
Understand how and why humans behaved as they did – and may
behave in similar circumstances again. This can be vital in
relations with the most complex factor in any job – your
colleagues!
Learn the arts of oral debate and expressing a clear personal
to History
Home Page
point ⮘
ofBack
view
– invaluable
skills at job or university interviews.
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Studying the people of the past can
give you real insight into people alive
now. It will help you understand how
and why humans behave as they do
when confronted with the crises of
today. Unless you become a lighthouse
keeper or a hermit you’ll need to
understand other people with all their
complexities. Knowledge of people is
the greatest asset of all.

You’ll see how many of the problems
and strengths of the world today have
their roots in the past. Great or mistaken
decisions; combinations of
developments; conspiracies or complete
mess-ups all played their part!
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Employers and Universities Value History very Highly
The skills that are taught within
the subject are very useful in
work, study and life.

In this rapidly changing world employers want people
who are:
• Independent thinkers.
• Open-minded.
• Disciplined.
• Good at problem solving.
• Able to pick out the essential from the trivial
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‘Historians are regarded as having had an education that
trains their minds to assemble, organise and present
facts and opinions and this is a very useful quality in
many walks of life and careers… History is an excellent
preparation for very many other jobs’
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So what do students actually do in History lessons?
•

You’ll find yourself doing role plays…

•
•
•

Constructing a reasoned argument both in writing and spoken aloud…
Playing a variety of fun simulations designed to make ideas easier to grasp, sometimes on your own,
sometimes with friends...
Visiting historical sites: scenes of real, often tragic but always significant, events…

•

Learning how to become a master of debate.

•

By the end of the course, you won’t just repeat the views of others - you’ll be a true historian with
convincing views of your own.
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Inquisitive? Do you
like finding the
reasons why
something might
have happened?

Are you
Prepared to become an
investigator and
research topics for
yourself?

Prepared to stand your ground and
argue your case if you have enough
evidence to back up your argument?
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Does it

Do You
Respectful

like to form your own
opinions, even if they might
be different from those of
your friends or teachers?
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What Is Media Studies?
Media Studies is the study of the following creative industries:
•
Film
•
Television
•
Music
•
Video Games
•
Advertising and Marketing
•
Magazine
•
Radio
•
Online (news)
•
Newspaper
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What Can I Expect To Study In GCSE Media Studies In Year 10?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Television crime dramas
The Hollywood film industry
Music videos
Advertising and marketing
Video games
Celebrities
Fandoms
‘Fake’ News
Media practice: filming and editing
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Recent Year 10 Topics:
•
•
•
•
•

Who is in control, Netflix, Amazon Prime or Disney+?
Why are television dramas: Snowpiercer, Ozark, Bridgerton and The Crown considered
‘unmissable’?
The Black Lives Matter, #Metoo and #Timesup movements.
Representations of males and females in music videos.
Why do teenagers prefer to get their news from social media platforms instead of from
established sources: TV, radio and newspapers?
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Key Information:
GCSE Media
Studies
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What Can I Do With GCSE Media Studies?
The course provides an excellent foundation for learners who aspire to study A Level Media Studies, A Level
Film Studies, media related university degrees and employment opportunities in the following industries:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Film
Television
Journalism
Marketing and Advertising
Public Relations (PR)
Gaming
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Need More Information?

Speak to:
Mr Nicholson or Mrs Rose-Khan!
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“The course combines practical and written skills with a focus on performance, composition, as well as listening and appraising music genres from
pop music to classical and from film music to rhythms of the world”
The Course:
GCSE Music offers students the opportunity to explore music both practically and theoretically.
Students will perform and compose using their own instrument or voice and work as part of an ensemble.
This course is suitable for students who enjoy working collaboratively within the arts, whilst having a keen interest
for exploring both theory and practical aspects of the subject.
Practical aspects of the course:
Students will experience a wide variety of performance opportunities. They will be assessed on both collaborative
and independent performance. Students will explore composition techniques and apply these through film and
game music compositions.
Theory aspects of the course:
Students will study a vast range of musical genres from pop music to classical, film music to rhythms of the world.
Students will learn about context and features from a wide range of genres. Students will be able to make informed
judgements and observations through reflections of their own analysis.
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“The course combines practical and written skills with a focus on performance, composition and analysis”
Key Requirements:
•
•
•
•

Students must sing or play an instrument or have a very secure knowledge of GarageBand or Logic music software
Students must have an interest in the theoretical side including learning to read and write music
Students must be prepared to work intensively and practise in their own time
Music is a demanding subject which requires dedication, focus, effort and commitment, which is required 100% of the time
How will I be assessed?
Performance
30% of GCSE

Composition
30% of GCSE

Performance 1 – a solo performance on your
instrument or voice
Performance 2 – an ensemble (group) performance

Composition 1 – you compose a piece in a style of your choice
Composition 2 – this is based on a brief set by the exam board
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“The course combines practical and written skills with a focus on performance, composition and analysis”

Further opportunities:

Potential career routes:
•

Singer / Musician

•

Session musician

✔ GCSE Music students get the opportunity to work with external
music companies and industry professionals

•

Music Teacher

•

Music Journalist

✔ GCSE Music students perform in shows both at Shirley High and
external venues

•

Multimedia Composer

•

Performer in musicals / stage shows

✔ GCSE Music provides an excellent foundation for further study in
Music at Shirley High School Sixth Form

✔ Clubs in singing / performing are offered free to all Music students
✔ GCSE Music will embark on trips to see live shows

/ concerts
•

And many more!

Transferable skills:
-Teamwork –Technical Ability –Communication –Organisation –Creativity –Discipline –Attention to detail –Time Management

OCR Oxford Cambridge and RSA
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The Course
This course is suitable for students who are:
• Keen to develop their photographic skills
•Able to analyse and evaluate photographic images
in depth and in detail
• Able to enjoy taking and making photographs
• Willing to have their photographs taken and
experiment with photoshop. Willing to review
their progress and make improvements following
advice.

Grade Boundaries 9=147 8=134 7=122
6=105 5=88 4=71 3=50 2=30 1=10
Key Web Links:
Edexcel - Art and Design -Photograpy
BBC GCSE Bitesize Website- Art and Design Photography

Assessment
Edexcel’s GCSE Photography is an endorsed course
made up of two units:
Unit 1: Personal Portfolio in Photography
Internally set and marked; assessed through
controlled assessment.
Unit 2: Externally Set Assignment in Photography
Externally set themes and internally marked.
Both units are assessed using four Assessment
Objectives.
These can be summed up as: AO1 contextual
references and research of photographers, AO2
ideas and photoshop, AO3 research and photo
shoots, AO4 final image and making connections.

GCSE result for 2020. 100% 9 - 4

Further Opportunities
Students can progress to further education courses
at level three such as:
BTEC National in Photography. GCE AS Photography
During this course you will have built up a
considerable portfolio of work that will support you
in photography related job opportunities and
entrance to Art and Design courses at post 16.
Prepares you for careers in Photography, Design
Photojournalism, Film and Animation

NOTE
Students are required to attend extra
Photography sessions at lunchtime and after
School.
All students must have a camera and will need to
contribute toward the cost of the sketchbook
and photographic material
Next Photography
page ⮘
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The Course
Students will study and follow a two year course leading towards an AQA GCSE
in Physical Education qualification. The course will demand a high level of
practical ability and natural talent. Students should be prepared to work hard
in a variety of sports. The AQA GCSE course leads to a GCSE qualification at 9
-1 and covers both practical and theory aspects.
A willingness to represent the school in school sports teams is expected.
Theory and written work are major elements of the course and these
requirements should be considered when making your decisions.

Objective

Requirements

Weighting

AO1

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin
performance and involvement in physical activity and sport

25%

AO2

Apply knowledge and understanding of the factors that underpin
performance and involvement in physical activity and sport

20%

AO3

Analyse and evaluate the factors that underpin performance and
involvement in physical activity and sport

15%

AO4

• Demonstrate and apply relevant skills and techniques in physical activity
and sport
• Analyse and evaluate own performance to identify areas of improvement

40%

What you need to know…
- The PE GCSE qualification is made up of 40% non-exam assessment (practical) with students assessed in the role of player/performer and 60% theory.
- Students will be assessed in three different activities; a team activity, an individual activity and lastly from either a team or individual activity.
- Areas of study relating to increasing participation in physical activity and a healthy lifestyle have been replaced with more traditional PE related content, such as anatomy and
physiology and physical training.
- The content also addresses contemporary topics in sport such as the use of data in physical activity and sport, which will help to develop further skills.
- All sporting activities must have a competitive or formal condition in which students can be assessed. Students cannot be assessed in the recreational form of an activity. The
full and complete activity list that students will be assessed in for GCSE PE will be consistent across all examination boards.
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Practical
Students will experience a variety of sports and will be assessed on their performance, their knowledge of rules and
tactics, and their ability to analyse and improve other students' performance as well as their own. They will have the
opportunity to further develop these skills in targeted extra curricular clubs and teams.

Further Opportunities
GCSE Physical Education provide a foundation for anyone who wishes
to go on to further or higher education to study for a sport, leisure or
recreational qualification or seeking employment in these areas. The
course is also of value to those students interested in sport, who
although not directly interested in pursuing a career in a sport related
activity, are seeking academic recognition for an area of study that
they enjoy.

Trips
As part of the GCSE course the PE Department have recently introduced road cycling into the
practical assessment. Due to the cost of running trips to the centres this sport is not compulsory for
students, however it does offer students the chance to achieve on average higher practical scores
and as a result students are encouraged to take up this opportunity.
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Qualification Aims
The sports science route will enable you to:
• Understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of Sport Science
• Develop learning and practical skills that can be applied to real-life contexts and work situations
• Develop independence and confidence in using skills that are relevant to the Exercise, Physical Activity, Sport and
Health sector and more widely.
• Prepare participants for physical activity in ways which keeps them safe as well as learning how to react should
injuries happen and how to recognise common medical conditions.
• Learn how to conduct fitness tests, including interpreting and feeding back on the data you get from these as well
as how to design, implement and evaluate fitness training programmes.
• Develop knowledge of either how the body responds to exercise and understand how technology helps inform us
of these changes, or a delve into the world of sports nutrition to understand how what we eat can impact our
performance in sport.
• Develop the skills of team working, research and planning and understand that sports performance goes far
beyond just the simple physical movements of the human body.
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Qualification overview
Students will study and be assessed in three units:
R180 - Reducing the risk of sports injuries and
dealing with common medical conditions (exam)
●
●
●
●
●

Factors which influence the risk and severity
of injury
Warm up and cool down routines
Different types and causes of sports injuries
Reducing risk, treatment and rehabilitation
of sports injuries and medical conditions
Causes, symptoms and treatment of medical
conditions.

R181 - Applying the principles of
training: fitness and how it affects
skill performance (coursework)
●
●
●
●

Components of fitness
Principles of training
Organising and planning a
fitness training programme
Evaluate own performance in
planning and delivery of a
fitness training programme.

Respectful

●
●
●
●

The cardiorespiratory and
musculoskeletal systems.
Short-term effects of exercise.
Long-term effects of exercise.
The use of technology to enhance
performance.
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Grading Criteria
Distinction at Level 2 (D*2)
- Equivalent GCSE Grade 9
Distinction at Level 2 (D2)
- Equivalent GCSE Grade 7/8
Merit at Level 2 (M2)
- Equivalent GCSE Grade 5/6
Pass at Level 2 (P2)
- Equivalent GCSE Grade 4
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SUMMARY POINTS
•

•

If you are going to choose to study PE you would gain a further three double sessions over a
two week timetable. There will be discussions between you and the PE staff about the
suitability of the course you will study.
ALL students will still participate in compulsory core PE lessons, which are still equivalent of
one double lesson per week.
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The course will open your mind
to the many contemporary
moral issues affecting our
society today!

What Religious
Studies is not!!!
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Why study Religious Studies?
RS IS IMPORTANT- Religion affects all aspects of human existence.It is difficult to study History, Sociology,
Political Science, Literature, Music, Art, Theatre, Psychology, education, or Economics
without understanding how religious views and ideals function in culture. The study of religion helps you to
learn how to think critically, listen empathetically, speak thoughtfully, and write clearly - all skills that will be
of great use no matter what you go on to do in life. The writing skills developed in RS will also help raise your
attainment across a number of subjects, like English, History, Geography, Media Studies, and Business
Studies. It will also help you to better live and work in our increasingly diverse society and global world.
Students of religion go on to careers in a wide variety of fields including teaching, medicine, social service, law,
journalism, international business, diplomacy, and religious professions of various kinds. Remember, with RS
you will develop the educational skills needed for school, colleges and universities, whilst additionally
learning views, teachings, opinions and beliefs that will allow you to live and contribute positively in a
society.
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What do we study?
Human Rights – Human
dignity, equality, prejudice
and discrimination,
censorship, extremism,
wealth and poverty.

What do we study:
Christianity- Beliefs and teachings: Nature of God,
Trinity, Creation, Jesus’ crucifixion, death, resurrection
and ascension. Afterlife.
Christianity – Practices: Worship, Sacraments,
Pilgrimage, Celebrations, Christianity in Britain and
worldwide.

Good and Evil – Morality,
free will, punishment,
death penalty, origin of
evil, forgiveness.

Islam- Beliefs and teachings: Foundations of faith,
Allah, Prophethood, Holy books, Malaikah and Afterlife.
Islam – Practices: 5 pillars of Islam & 10 Obligatory
acts, Shahadah and Salah, Zakah and Sawm, Hajj, Jihad,
Festivals.

Exam Info: 100% exam – NO coursework. 3 exams –
Paper 1 Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the Modern
World, 2 hours
Paper 2 – Christianity, 1 hour
Paper 3 – Islam, 1 hour
(WJEC) Website - http://www.eduqas.co.uk

What do we study: Relationships – Types of family,
importance of family, importance of marriage to different
communities, cohabitation, divorce, purpose of sex,
adultery, homosexuality.
Life and Death – religious and non-religious views on
Creation, Stewardship and Khalifah, Sanctity and Quality of
life, Abortion, Euthanasia, Afterlife, and funeral rites
(rituals).
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The study of religion helps you to learn how to think critically,
listen empathetically, speak thoughtfully, and write clearly - all
skills that will be of great use no matter what you go on to do in
life. The skills of analysis, debate and writing balanced answers
which you will learn are important in many areas. A good GCSE in
Religious Studies shows you are capable of thinking clearly,
listening carefully and sharing ideas with others. In the 21st
century we are surrounded by misinformation and lies,
politicians, media organisations and various multi national
corporations that deliberately manipulate the truth for their own
gain. In RS, we aim to give you the analytical skills needed to be
able to shift through information to determine what is “fake
news,” and what is the truth.”
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What will you need to be prepared to do?
You must be prepared for a lot of reading and writing. You will look
at different kinds of sources, both religious and non-religious, and
analyse it.
Films, debates and presentations are important as you need to
develop your own ideas about the different beliefs you learn
about, and be able to explain their impact on religious people and
communities clearly.
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What have past students said about studying
RS was my favourite subject in school because it was one of the few
Religious studies, is definitely a subject I would recommend. This is because it can be beneficial
RS?
opportunities to express your views on religion
and worldly affairs in
to your other studies. For example, RS really strengthened the gaps I had within English GCSE
school…Unlike other subjects where you may feel like it’s a chore, RS
was fun and gave every single person the chance to be themself freely
and without judgement. - Ma’at (former senior prefect)

and in the end it helped we achieved me a higher grade. Furthermore, RS is a subject where
debating is involved as everyone will have their own opinions on certain concepts/
interpretations. This opens a wide range of interesting fun debates within lessons and made it
very fun. - Christopher (former Deputy Head Boy)

A subject where you…form better judgement, think critically and to
interpret information, formulate questions and solve problems. I look
back and I am pleased that I managed to attain a high GCSE grade in the
subject as it has meant that I could pick the A-Level subjects I want and
has even come in handy when taking other humanity subjects due to the
skills being transferable – Elvin (senior prefect)

For me, RS was an invaluable place to discuss and debate highly contested religious and
philosophical questions. The importance of being able to see issues from sides other than your
own cannot be overstated. If discussing and debating important moral and philosophical
questions appeals to you, I would definitely recommend taking GCSE religious studies. Eren
(Head Boy)

With a society so rife with division, religious studies is a topic which can
be analysed while withholding judgment, ultimately equipping you with
an agile mind that universities and employers are looking for. -Eve
(former senior prefect)

Taking RS is one of the best ways to learn about different beliefs, not only to enrich your own
knowledge, but to be able to appreciate and be respectful of all of the cultures around us, as
well as giving you the chance to form your own opinions about the world, relevant real-life
topics and the complexities of human nature. Beyond this, it shows you have the skills of critical
thinking, communication competence, interpersonal awareness, and intercultural literacy. Ella
(Head Girl)
Next RS page ⮘

⮘ Back to RS Home Page

Compassionate

Respectful

Creative

Relentless

Aspirational

Resilient

SHIRLEY HIGH SCHOOL
PERFORMING ARTS COLLEGE
The Options Process

Application
⮚Previous Page

⮚Home

⮚About

⮚The Timeline

⮚The Curriculum

⮚The EBacc

⮚Subject Pages

⮚FAQs

⮚Application

⮚Contact us

Please browse department areas by clicking on a subject on the Subject Page or scroll through using the Next and Previous Page buttons in the bar above.

Please Note – The application window is
open between

26 April 2022 – 8 May 2022
You will not be able to submit forms
electronically after this period.
Click here for Application Form
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Telephone
020 8656 9755

e-mail
office@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Post
Shirley Church Road
Croydon
CRO 5EF

Website
www.shirley.croydon.sch.uk
Click here to return to booklet
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English Language
and Literature

Mathematics

Science

Physical Education

Personal Development
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English offers two subjects at KS4:
English Literature
English Language
Both subjects are taught together over the course of Years 10
and 11.
• Both subjects have two exams.
•
•
•
•

• Students receive a separate grade for each English subject.
Next English page ⮘
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English Language
Language Paper 1

Language Paper 2

Explorations in creative reading & writing
1 ¾ hours
80 marks (50% of qualification)
2 sections
Section A – Reading
One single fiction text (unseen)
1 short form question
2 longer form question
1 extended question
Section B - Writing
Descriptive or narrative writing
Response to image; choice of tasks

Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives
1 ¾ hours
80 marks (50% of qualification)
2 sections
Section A – Reading
Two linked texts
1 short form question
1 short comparison question
1 short language question
1 extended comparison question
Section B - Writing
1 extended question – no choice
Next English page ⮘
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English Literature
Paper 1

Paper 2

Shakespeare and the 19th Century Novel
Closed text
1 ¾ hours
60 marks (40% of qualification)
Section A – Shakespeare
One question (no choice)
Students to write about the extract and the whole play
Section B – 19th Century novel
One question (no choice)
Students to write about the extract and the whole text

Modern Texts and Poetry
2 ¼ hours
96 marks (60% of qualification)
Section A – Modern Texts
One question from choice of two
Section B – Poetry
One question –set poem chosen by board
Comparison question
Section C – Unseen Poetry
Two questions
1st question requires response to unseen poem
2nd question requires response to unseen poem from 1st question AND a
second unseen poem
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English – Additional Information
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

At Shirley we study the following Literature texts, which you are expected to purchase so that you have the text
at all times and can make relevant annotations as we read and when you revise.
Shakespeare: Macbeth
19th Century Novel: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde
20th Century text: An Inspector Calls
Poetry: AQA Anthology: Power & Conflict – which is provided by the exam board.
Note: Our exam board in AQA.
Please note: this information is based on a standard GCSE course but given the impact of COVID on recent years
this information may change.
⮘ Back to English Home Page
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Tiers of Entry

Content:

There are two different tiers of entry:
Higher Tier
(Grades 4-9)
Foundation Tier
(Grades 1-5)

Assessment

Calculator

Both tiers cover topics from the following areas of
mathematics:
Algebra
Geometry and Measures
Number
Ratio, Proportion and Rates of Change
Probability
Statistics

The recommended calculator is
the Casio FX-85GTX:

Both tiers are assessed via three end of course
papers of equal weighting:
Paper 1: Non-Calculator
Paper 2: Calculator
Paper 3: Calculator
Each paper has a duration of 1 hour 30 minutes and
awards 80 marks.
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•
•
•

The department runs a 3 year KS3 syllabus
Students complete the KS3 syllabus in Year 9
All students start a two year GCSE science in Year 10
with exam held in the summer term of Year 11.

Please note that Triple Science is invitation only. Your
KS3 AWOL grade must be “working beyond”
Please speak to your science teacher.
Contact
If you have any queries regarding any GCSE science course
please contact Mrs P Ike (Head of Science) at the school
address or e-mail: ike@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

1.
2.

GCSE Combined Science (Trilogy) - 2 GCSEs
GCSE Biology, Chemistry and Physics - 3 GCSEs

The Department follows the AQA Combined science (Trilogy)
specifications and GCSE separate sciences the AQA Biology,
Chemistry and Physics specifications.
Students may study either the Separate Science or the
Combined Trilogy Science course depending on ability.
• GCSE Combined Science Trilogy is a course for learners of
all abilities.
•

Next Science page ⮘
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Combined Science GCSE – Trilogy
Biology 1 exam
Chemistry 1 exam

Assessment
GCSE
grade 1

Physics 1 exam

Biology 2 exam
Chemistry 2 exam

About the course…

GCSE
grade 2

Physics 2 exam

• GCSEs will continue to be linear,

which means all assessment is at
the end of the course
• The new grading structure of 9 to 1
has replaced A* to G grades
• Higher students can be graded from
9-4, Foundation students can be
graded from 5 to 1.
• Combined Science students take 6
final exams of 75 minutes each.
• All students undertake 21 Required
practicals

In Combined Science there should be a minimum of 30% of each of
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.
All mathematical content must be assessed within the lifetime of the
specification.
The two main dimensions of the content:

The ways in which GCSE specifications in combined science should enable
students to show their understanding of the concepts and methods of
science are spelt out below in two main sections.
The first section explains the main ways in which working scientifically
should be developed and assessed.
The second section sets out the key ideas and subject contents for the
Biology, Chemistry and Physics components of Combined Science. In
Combined Science there should be a minimum of 30% of each of Biology,
Chemistry and Physics.
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Combined Science GCSE – Trilogy
Exam

Topics assessed

Biology 1
Topics 1-9

B1 Cells and Organisation
B2 Cell Division
B3 Organisation and Digestive system
B4 Organising animals and plants
B5 Communicable diseases
B6 Preventing and treating disease
B7 Non-communicable diseases
B8 Photosynthesis
B9 Respiration
C1 Atomic structure
C2 The Periodic Table
C3 Structures and bonding
C4 Chemical calculations
C5 Chemical changes
C6 Electrolysis
C7 Energy changes
P1 Conservation and dissipation of energy
P2 Energy transfer for heating
P3 Energy resources
P4 Electrical circuits
P5 Electricity in the home
P6 Molecules and matter
P7 Radioactivity

Chemistry 1
Topics 1-7

Physics 1
Topics 1-5

Biology 2
Topic 10-17

B10 Human nervous system
B11 Hormonal coordination
B12 Reproduction
B13 Variation and evolution
B14 Genetics and evolution
B15 Adaptations, interdependence and competition
B16 Organising an ecosystem
B17 Biodiversity and ecosystems.

Chemistry 2
Topic 8-15

C8 Rates and equilibrium
C9 Crude oil and fuels
C10 Chemical analysis
C11 The Earth’s atmosphere
C12 The Earth’s resources

Physics 2
Topic 8-16

P8 Forces in balance
P9 Motion
P10 Force and Motion
P11 Wave properties
P12 Electromagnetic waves
P13 Electromagnetism

Next Science page ⮘

⮘ Back to Science Home Page

Compassionate

Respectful

Working scientifically
1. Development of
scientific thinking.
2. Experimental skills and
strategies.
3. Analysis and evaluation
4. Scientific vocabulary,
quantities, units, symbols
and nomenclature

Creative

Relentless

Aspirational

Resilient

SHIRLEY HIGH SCHOOL
PERFORMING ARTS COLLEGE
The Options Process

Science GCSE – Core Subject
⮚Previous Page

⮚Home

⮚About

⮚The Timeline

⮚The Curriculum

⮚The EBacc

⮚Subject Pages

⮚FAQs

⮚Application

⮚Contact us

Next Page⮚

Please browse department areas by clicking on a subject on the Subject Page or scroll through using the Next and Previous Page buttons in the bar above.

Separate Science GCSE – Chemistry, Physics, Biology
Biology 1 exam

GCSE
Biology

Biology 2 exam

Chemistry 1 exam
Chemistry 2 exam
Physics 1 exam
Physics 2 exam

GCSE
Chemistry

GCSE
Physics

Assessment
• GCSEs will continue to be linear, which
means all assessment is at the end of the
course
• The grading structure of 9 to 1 has replace
A* to G grades
• Separate Science students take 6 final exams
of 105 minutes each.
•They receive a grade for Biology, Chemistry
and Physics.
• All students undertake 28 Required
practicals

Respectful

In Separate Science the subject content is
presented clearly, in a logical teaching order with
guidance and signposted opportunities for skills
development throughout the specification.
All our science qualifications provide opportunities
for progression. Our GCSE Biology, Chemistry and
Physics includes progression in the subject content
and consistency in the exam questions, so that
your students have the best preparation for
A-level.
Questions relating to maths skills in science will
account for at least 20% of the marks in the new
exams, divided between Biology, Chemistry and
Physics in the ratio 1:2:3.
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Separate Science GCSE – Chemistry, Physics, Biology
Exam
Biology 1
Topics 1-9

Chemistry 1
Topics 1-7

Physics 1
Topics 1-5

Topics assessed
B1 Cells and Organisation
B2 Cell Division
B3 Organisation and Digestive system
B4 Organising animals and plants
B5 Communicable diseases
B6 Preventing and treating disease
B7 Non-communicable diseases
B8 Photosynthesis
B9 Respiration
C1 Atomic structure
C2 The Periodic Table
C3 Structures and bonding
C4 Chemical calculations
C5 Chemical changes
C6 Electrolysis
C7 Energy changes
P1 Conservation and dissipation of energy
P2 Energy transfer for heating
P3 Energy resources
P4 Electrical circuits
P5 Electricity in the home
P6 Molecules and matter
P7 Radioactivity

Biology 2
Topic 10-17

B10 Human nervous system
B11 Hormonal coordination
B12 Homeostasis in action
B13 Reproduction
B14 Variation and evolution
B15 Genetics and evolution
B16 Adaptations, interdependence and competition
B17 Organising an ecosystem
B18 Biodiversity and ecosystems.

Chemistry 2
Topic 8-15

C8 Rates and equilibrium
C9 Crude oil and fuels
C10 Organic reactions
C11 Polymers
C12 Chemical analysis
C13 The Earth’s atmosphere
C14 The Earth’s resources
C15 Using our resources

Physics 2
Topic 8-16

P8 Forces in balance
P9 Motion
P10 Force and Motion
P11 Force and pressure
P12 Wave properties
P13 Electromagnetic waves
P14 Light
P15 Electromagnetism
P16 Space

Working scientifically
1. Development of scientific
thinking.
2. Experimental skills and
strategies.
3. Analysis and evaluation
4. Scientific vocabulary,
quantities, units, symbols
and nomenclature
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Students in Key Stage 4 will follow a broad range of activities during core Physical Education (PE).
The activities that are on offer are:
Athletic Activities, Games Activities (Invasion
Games, Net Games & Striking Games), Gymnastics
Activities, and Outdoor & Adventurous Activities The
breadth of activities in Key Stage 4 allows students
the opportunity to experience non-traditional
activities such as Zumba, Step aerobics and using
the Health and Fitness suite
The Importance of Physical Education
PE develops students’ competence and confidence to take part in a range of physical activities that become a central part of their lives, both in and out of school. A
high-quality PE curriculum enables all students to enjoy and succeed in many kinds of physical activity. They develop a wide range of skills and the ability to use tactics,
strategies and compositional ideas to perform successfully. When they are performing, they think about what they are doing, analyse the situation and make decisions. They
also reflect on their own and others’ performances and find ways to improve them. As a result, they develop the confidence to take part in different physical activities and
learn about the value of healthy, active lifestyles. Discovering what they like to do and what their aptitudes are at school, and how and where to get involved in physical
activity helps them make informed choices about lifelong physical activity. PE helps students develop personally and socially. They work as individuals, in groups and in teams,
developing concepts of fairness and of personal and social responsibility. They take on different roles and responsibilities, including leadership, coaching and officiating.
Through the range of experiences that PE offers, they learn how to be effective in competitive, creative and challenging situations.
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Students in all year groups have a double
lesson of Personal Development every fortnight

The Personal Development curriculum is designed to be diverse, modern and engaging. It is a
curriculum that supports all students to become successful global citizens with the skills,
knowledge and confidence to have a positive impact on our community. Inclusion is at the
heart of our curriculum, which has been specifically designed for our vibrant, culturally rich and
diverse cohort.
We want our students to embrace and challenge different aspects of society through
understanding, reflection upon previous experiences and making the most of the numerous
opportunities provided to explore the skills, concepts and experiences required for the stage of
their educational journey.

Next PD page ⮘
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Our curriculum takes a thematic approach, which covers six spiral core
themes that progressively run through each year group:
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Personal Development curriculum actively promotes the school’s values of respect,
resilience, relentlessness, creativity, compassion and aspiration.

Health and Wellbeing
Life Beyond School
Rights, Responsibilities and British Values
Careers Education
Staying Safe Online and Offline
Relationships and sex education

The themes are built upon each year and lessons within these themes
cover the statutory requirements for RSE and Health and Wellbeing,
Citizenship and British Values. Personal Development lessons also meet
the requirements of the Gatsby benchmarks.
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Key Documents
PD Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact https://www.shirley.croydon.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=
958&type=pdf
PD Curriculum Planning https://www.shirley.croydon.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=
870&type=pdf
Relationships, Sex and Health Education Policy https://www.shirley.croydon.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1
002&type=pdf
Careers Policy https://www.shirley.croydon.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=1
003&type=pdf
Careers Plan https://www.shirley.croydon.sch.uk/page/?title=Careers&pid=120
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Please do not hesitate to get in touch if you
have any
questions

Head of Department:
Mrs Murawski
Email:
murawski@shirley.croydon.sch.uk
⮘ Back to PD Home Page
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If you have any question that is not answered here please contact us.
All students choose 6
subjects, of which they
will study 4 next year. For
more information please
navigate to the About
page.

How many
subjects can I
choose?

Can I study a second
language or
humanities if I choose
the EBacc route?

Will I get my top
choices?

Compassionate

What do I do if I
miss the
application
window?

Yes, but we would always
encourage as broad a
choice as possible.

Do I have to study
for an EBacc?

No. Our curriculum allows
freedom to choose any
combination of subjects from
our subject pages if the EBac is
not for you.

We will do all we can to
ensure that you get your
choices in order of
preference but we cannot
guarantee this for all
students.
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Don’t worry. Please
contact us as soon
as possible.
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If you have any question that is not answered here please contact us.

Can I get an EBacc
at Shirley High
School?

What if I
change my
mind?

Yes. Please navigate to
the English
Baccalaureate page.

What core
subjects will I
study?

Please contact the school as
soon as possible. Any changes
will need to be submitted in
writing.
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