
Politics Department - Year 12

Shirley High
Curriculum Map

A Level Politics introduces students to the fundamental structures, processes, and debates that shape political life in the UK and the USA. Throughout Year 12, students examine the UK Constitution,
Parliament, the Prime Minister's role, and the interplay between political parties and democracy. They will explore key political ideologies like Liberalism and Socialism, gaining insights into how these ideas
influence policies and governance. The curriculum also emphasises the importance of political participation and representation, encouraging students to critically evaluate the effectiveness of democratic
institutions. This foundation equips students with the knowledge and analytical skills to understand, compare, and assess political systems and ideologies.

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2

Theme/Topic/Skill: Theme/Topic/Skill: Theme/Topic/Skill: Theme/Topic/Skill: Theme/Topic/Skill: Theme/Topic/Skill:

Paper 1: Part 1 The
Government and politics of the

UK
The nature and sources of the

British Constitution

Part 2 The politics of the UK
Democracy and Participation

Paper 3
Liberalism

Paper 1: Part 1 The
Government and politics of the

UK
The structure and role of

parliament

Part 2 The politics of the UK
Elections and
referendums

Paper 3
Liberalism

Paper 1: Part 1 The
Government and politics of the

UK
The Prime minister and the

cabinet

Part 2 The politics of the UK
Political Parties

Paper 3
Socialism

Paper 1: Part 1 The
Government and politics of the

UK
The judiciary and devolution

Part 2 The politics of the UK
Pressure groups and the

European Unions.

Paper 3
Socialism

Paper 2 Part 3 Government and
politics of the USA and
comparative politics

The constitutional framework
of the USA government
Comparing constitutional

arrangements

Paper 3
Conservatism

Paper 2 Part 3 Government and
politics of the USA and
comparative politics

The legislative Branch
The executive branch

Paper 3
Conservatism

Why now?

Students start with the British
Constitution to understand the
fundamental principles of UK
governance. Democracy and
Participation follow to explore
how citizens engage in the
political process. Liberalism is
introduced as a foundational
political ideology, providing
context for understanding
democratic values. This term
builds essential knowledge that
will be referenced throughout
the course.

The unit covers Parliament’s
structure to deepen
understanding of legislative
processes, followed by
Elections and Referendums to
connect democratic theory
with practice. Liberalism is
revisited to examine its
evolution and influence. This
sets up a comprehensive
understanding of the UK's
democratic system and
prepares students for
discussions on governance and
representation.

Students study the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet,
focusing on the executive's role
and powers. Political Parties
are explored to understand
how ideologies shape policy
and governance. Socialism is
then introduced as a
contrasting ideology to
Liberalism. This term enhances
students’ critical thinking about
political leadership and
ideologies.

The Judiciary and Devolution
are covered to explore law
enforcement and power
distribution. Pressure Groups
and the European Union are
studied to understand external
influences on UK politics.
Socialism is revisited to deepen
students' comparative analysis
skills. This term emphasises the
complexity of governance and
citizen influence.

The US Constitutional
Framework is introduced,
enabling students to compare
it with the UK system.
Comparative analysis helps
them understand similarities
and differences in governance.
Conservatism is introduced,
offering a contrasting
ideological perspective. This
term prepares students for
deeper comparative politics
and critical debates.

Students study the Legislative
and Executive branches of the
US government to understand
power dynamics in the
American system. Comparisons
with the UK deepen their
analytical skills. Conservatism is
continued, rounding out their
knowledge of key political
ideologies. This term focuses
on comprehensive
comparisons and solidifying
ideological understanding.

Fundamental
Concepts

 The British Constitution:
Sources, principles, and
flexibility.
 Sovereignty and the rule of
law.
 Democracy: Direct vs.
representative democracy.
 Participation: Voter
turnout, pressure groups, and
democratic legitimacy.
 Liberalism: Individualism,
freedom, rationalism, the state,
and democracy.

 Structure and role of
Parliament: Bicameral system,
House of Commons, and House
of Lords.
 Elections and Referendums:
Types, processes, and impact
on democracy.
 Electoral systems: First Past
the Post, proportional
representation, and
majoritarian systems.
 Liberalism: Classical vs.
modern Liberalism and key
thinkers.
 Theories of representation:
Delegate, trustee, and party
models.

 Prime Minister and Cabinet:
Roles, powers, and collective
responsibility.
 The executive:
Decision-making and
relationships with Parliament.
 Political Parties: Ideologies,
funding, and policy impact.
 Socialism: Concepts of
equality, class struggle, and
collectivism.
 Socialist thinkers: Marx,
Engels, and modern socialist
perspectives.

 The Judiciary:
Independence, role in
safeguarding rights, and judicial
review.
 Devolution: Powers of
devolved administrations and
impact on the UK.
 Pressure Groups: Insider vs.
outsider groups and methods
of influence.
 The European Union: Role,
impact on UK politics, and
Brexit implications.
 Socialism: Variants
(Revolutionary vs. Democratic
Socialism) and case studies.

 The US Constitution:
Separation of powers, checks
and balances, and
amendments.
 Comparing constitutional
arrangements: Federalism vs.
unitary states.
 Conservatism: Tradition,
authority, and market
economy.
 Conservative thinkers:
Burke, Hobbes, and
Thatcherism.
 Key differences between US
and UK governance systems.

 The Legislative Branch (US):
Structure, powers, and
comparison with UK
Parliament.
 The Executive Branch (US):
Presidency, powers, and
limitations.
 Separation of powers and
implications for governance.
 Conservatism: Different
strands (One-nation vs. New
Right Conservatism).
 Comparative politics:
Evaluating effectiveness and
accountability in both systems.

Students will…

Students will learn about the
nature and sources of the
British Constitution, including
how it guides the country’s
governance and protects
citizens' rights. They'll explore
concepts of sovereignty and
how democracy functions in
the UK, looking at forms of
participation and the role of
pressure groups. The study of
Liberalism will highlight
individual freedoms,
rationalism, and the role of the
state. By the end of the term,
students will understand how
foundational principles shape
the UK’s political system.

The term covers the structure
and functions of Parliament,
focusing on how laws are made
and the roles of the Commons
and Lords. Elections and
referendums will be explored
to see how they influence
governance and democratic
engagement. Students will
continue learning about
Liberalism, focusing on key
thinkers and its impact on
modern political systems. They
will gain a thorough
understanding of
representation and the
democratic processes in the
UK.

Students will explore the
powers and responsibilities of
the Prime Minister and
Cabinet, learning how they
shape national policy and
maintain political control. The
role and influence of political
parties will be examined to
understand how ideologies are
translated into governance.
The study of Socialism will
provide insights into concepts
of equality, class struggle, and
collective ownership. By the
end of the term, students will
be able to compare socialist
and liberal principles and see
how they manifest in politics.

The Judiciary and its
independence will be studied,
emphasizing the safeguarding
of rights and the role of judicial
review. Students will explore
the impact of devolution and
how power is distributed
within the UK. Pressure groups
and the European Union will be
covered, highlighting external
influences on UK politics and
the implications of Brexit.
Socialism will be revisited to
explore its different strands
and modern applications in
society.

The US Constitution will be
introduced, focusing on the
separation of powers, checks
and balances, and the process
of constitutional amendments.
Students will compare the
constitutional arrangements of
the US and UK to understand
the advantages and drawbacks
of each system. Conservatism
will be explored as an ideology
that values tradition, authority,
and free markets. By the end of
this term, students will have
the tools to critically compare
political structures and
ideologies.

Students will study the
Legislative and Executive
branches of the US
government, exploring their
powers and how they compare
to the UK's Parliament and
Prime Minister. The concept of
separation of powers will be
revisited to understand
governance and accountability
in the US. Conservatism will be
continued, delving deeper into
its different strands and key
thinkers. The term will focus on
comparative analysis,
evaluating how political
systems and ideologies shape
governance in different
countries.

Language for Life
(Key terms/
Vocabulary)

 Uncodified Constitution
 Parliamentary Sovereignty
 Referendum
 Direct Democracy
 Liberalism
 Rule of Law
 Constitutional Monarchy
 Unitary State
 Civil Liberties
 Representative Democracy

 Bicameral System
 First Past the Post (FPTP)
 Proportional
Representation
 Manifesto
 Constitutional Reform
 House of Commons
 House of Lords
 By-Election
 Swing Vote
 Electoral Commission

 Collective Responsibility
 Backbenchers
 Ideology
 Equality of Outcome
 Class Struggle
 Ministerial Responsibility
 Cabinet Committees
 Party Whip
 Nationalisation
 Revolutionary Socialism

 Judicial Review
 Devolved Administrations
 Insider Pressure Group
 Brexit
 Democratic Socialism
 Judicial Independence
 Legislative Competence
 Outsider Pressure Group
 European Single Market
 Pluralism

 Checks and Balances
 Bill of Rights
 Federalism
 One-Nation Conservatism
 Amendment Process
 Supremacy Clause
 Impeachment
 Enumerated Powers
 Strict Constructionism
 Liberal Democracy

 Separation of Powers

 Veto Power

 Filibuster

 Judicial Activism

 New Right Conservatism

 Executive Orders

 Midterm Elections

 State of the Union Address

 Checks and Balances

 Neoliberalism

Extended writing
Opportunities

Long response exam questions:
9 and 25 mark

Long response exam questions:
9 and 25 mark

Long response exam questions:
9 and 25 mark

Long response exam questions:
9 and 25 mark

Long response exam questions:
9 and 25 mark

Long response exam questions:
9 and 25 mark

Maths Across the
Curriculum

 Interpreting Electoral Data
 Analysing Voting Patterns
 Using Statistics in Political
Arguments
 Understanding Polling
Methodologies
 Budget and Fiscal Policy
Analysis
 Calculating Majority and
Proportional Representation
 Graphing Trends in Voter
Turnout

 Interpreting Electoral Data
 Analysing Voting Patterns
 Using Statistics in Political
Arguments
 Understanding Polling
Methodologies
 Budget and Fiscal Policy
Analysis
 Calculating Majority and
Proportional Representation
 Graphing Trends in Voter
Turnout

 Interpreting Electoral Data
 Analysing Voting Patterns
 Using Statistics in Political
Arguments
 Understanding Polling
Methodologies
 Budget and Fiscal Policy
Analysis
 Calculating Majority and
Proportional Representation
 Graphing Trends in Voter
Turnout

 Interpreting Electoral Data
 Analysing Voting Patterns
 Using Statistics in Political
Arguments
 Understanding Polling
Methodologies
 Budget and Fiscal Policy
Analysis
 Calculating Majority and
Proportional Representation
 Graphing Trends in Voter
Turnout

 Interpreting Electoral Data
 Analysing Voting Patterns
 Using Statistics in Political
Arguments
 Understanding Polling
Methodologies
 Budget and Fiscal Policy
Analysis
 Calculating Majority and
Proportional Representation
 Graphing Trends in Voter
Turnout

 Interpreting Electoral Data
 Analysing Voting Patterns
 Using Statistics in Political
Arguments
 Understanding Polling
Methodologies
 Budget and Fiscal Policy
Analysis
 Calculating Majority and
Proportional Representation
 Graphing Trends in Voter
Turnout

Links to careers/
aspirations

 Political Analyst
 Public Affairs Consultant
 Civil Servant
 Policy Advisor

 Political Analyst
 Public Affairs Consultant
 Civil Servant
 Policy Advisor

 Political Analyst
 Public Affairs Consultant
 Civil Servant
 Policy Advisor

 Political Analyst
 Public Affairs Consultant
 Civil Servant
 Policy Advisor

 Political Analyst
 Public Affairs Consultant
 Civil Servant
 Policy Advisor

 Political Analyst
 Public Affairs Consultant
 Civil Servant
 Policy Advisor



 Journalist (Political
Correspondent)
 Diplomat
 Lawyer (specialising in
Constitutional or Human Rights
Law)

 Journalist (Political
Correspondent)
 Diplomat
 Lawyer (specialising in
Constitutional or Human Rights
Law)

 Journalist (Political
Correspondent)
 Diplomat
 Lawyer (specialising in
Constitutional or Human Rights
Law)

 Journalist (Political
Correspondent)
 Diplomat
 Lawyer (specialising in
Constitutional or Human Rights
Law)

 Journalist (Political
Correspondent)
 Diplomat
 Lawyer (specialising in
Constitutional or Human Rights
Law)

 Journalist (Political
Correspondent)
 Diplomat
 Lawyer (specialising in
Constitutional or Human Rights
Law)

Cultural Capital

 Understanding of
Democratic Systems
 Knowledge of Key Political
Thinkers
 Engagement with Current
Affairs
 Awareness of Social Justice
Issues
 Critical Evaluation Skills
 Understanding
International Relations
 Public Speaking and
Debating

 Understanding of
Democratic Systems
 Knowledge of Key Political
Thinkers
 Engagement with Current
Affairs
 Awareness of Social Justice
Issues
 Critical Evaluation Skills
 Understanding
International Relations
 Public Speaking and
Debating

 Understanding of
Democratic Systems
 Knowledge of Key Political
Thinkers
 Engagement with Current
Affairs
 Awareness of Social Justice
Issues
 Critical Evaluation Skills
 Understanding
International Relations
 Public Speaking and
Debating

 Understanding of
Democratic Systems
 Knowledge of Key Political
Thinkers
 Engagement with Current
Affairs
 Awareness of Social Justice
Issues
 Critical Evaluation Skills
 Understanding
International Relations
 Public Speaking and
Debating

 Understanding of
Democratic Systems
 Knowledge of Key Political
Thinkers
 Engagement with Current
Affairs
 Awareness of Social Justice
Issues
 Critical Evaluation Skills
 Understanding
International Relations
 Public Speaking and
Debating

 Understanding of
Democratic Systems
 Knowledge of Key Political
Thinkers
 Engagement with Current
Affairs
 Awareness of Social Justice
Issues
 Critical Evaluation Skills
 Understanding
International Relations
 Public Speaking and
Debating

Practical
Application of

Skills

Exam style questions,
assessments, extended reading
of articles to write reviews.

Exam style questions,
assessments, extended reading
of articles to write reviews

Exam style questions,
assessments, extended reading
of articles to write reviews

Exam style questions,
assessments, extended reading
of articles to write reviews

Exam style questions,
assessments, extended reading
of articles to write reviews

Exam style questions,
assessments, extended reading
of articles to write reviews


