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Dear Year 9s

Welcome to one of the most critical stages of your academic
journey! The choices you make during the options process will not
only decide the subjects you study for the next two years, but
they could also determine your future. 
Some of you are more confident in your path than others. The
options process is designed to guide you all into making the very
best choices.

Here are some questions to help your decisions:

Do I enjoy the subject?1.
Can I handle the demands of the subject?2.
Will this subject support my career path?3.
Do my choices give me a broad experience of learning?4.

Please do your research, talk to the adults around you, be mindful
of future opportunities and most of all, trust your instincts. 

We are excited to see where your choices will take you, and we
are here to support you every step of the way.

Yours faithfully

Mr T Myton             Mr C Nicholson                     Mrs S Thomas
Principal               Assistant Principal             Assistant Principal

Introduction



The curriculum at Shirley High School is designed to be broad,
balanced and ambitious while giving pupils as much choice as
possible. 

Art & Design Business Studies Child Development Computer Science

Dance Design Technology Drama Food Prep & Nutrition

French* Geography Health & Social Care History

Media Studies Music Photography GCSE PE

Psychology Religious Studies Sociology Spanish

* You can only select the language you have predominantly studies in Shirley High School. Reasonable
requests will be considered.

All pupils will still study the core subjects:
English Literature1.
English Language2.
Mathematics3.
Science4.
Core PE5.
Personal Development6.

You will pick four additional subjects based on the option blocks.

The Curriculum

The option subjects:

The option blocks:

Core
All pupils

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3 Option 4 Reserve 1 Reserve 2
EBacc
route

Open
route

Mathematics
English Lit
English Lang
Science 
Core PE
PD

French*
Geography 
History
Spanish*

French*
Geography
History
Spanish*

Any
option
subject
below

Any
option
subject
below

Any
option
subject
below

   



What is it?
The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a measure of a pupil’s achievement in
five specified subjects areas that are considered essential to many degrees:

A language 1.
English language and literature (Core)2.
A science (Combined science = Core)3.
Mathematics (Core)4.
A humanities subject5.

To qualify for the EBacc, you have to:
Pick a humanities subject (Geography or History) and a language
(French or Spanish) in option blocks 1 & 2.
Get a strong pass (Grade 5) in all your EBacc subjects.

Option 1

Option 2 Option 3

Option 4

EBacc route Open route Open route

History French
Design

Technology
Drama

The EBacc

In the example below, the pupil follows the EBacc route because they are
studying a humanities subject (History) and a language (French) in option
blocks 1 & 2 respectively.



Do you have to do the EBacc?
While not all careers or degrees explicitly require the EBacc, having a solid
foundation in the EBacc subjects can be helpful for various fields. 

Here are some examples:

Medicine and Healthcare - A strong foundation in Science and Maths is
essential for pursuing a career in medicine or healthcare. Many medical
courses require Biology, Chemistry, and Maths. The humanities &
language can help if you travel to another country.

Engineering and Technology - Engineering and technology fields often
require strong math and science skills and a solid foundation in English
for communicating complex ideas. An additional language can also be
helpful on international projects.

Science and Research - Research roles in fields such as biotechnology,
pharmaceuticals, and environmental science require a strong
foundation in science subjects such as Biology, Chemistry, and Physics.
An understanding of historical and geographical context can also help.

Law - While there is no specific subject requirement for studying law at
university, the analytical and communication skills developed through
studying English, History, and Geography can be helpful.

Business and finance - While a degree in business or finance may not
require specific subjects, having strong math skills and a good
understanding of Economics and Geography can be helpful.

It's worth noting that not all careers require a university degree. Vocational
routes such as apprenticeships and technical qualifications may also
benefit from a strong foundation in the EBacc subjects.

The EBacc



Please list a reserve subject option blocks 3 & 4. Make sure you list the
subject in order of your preference (the first subject in each is your
preference). We do our best to ensure you get your preferences, but
you will be placed in your reserve option on rare occasions.

Reserve subjects

Core
All pupils

Option 1

Option 2

Option 3 Option 4 Reserve 1 Reserve 2
EBacc
route

Open
route

Mathematics
English Lit
English Lang
Science 
Core PE
PD

French*
Geography 
History
Spanish*

French*
Geography
History
Spanish*

Any
option
subject
below

Any
option
subject
below

Any
option
subject
below

   

Art & Design Business Studies Child Development Computer Science

Dance Design Technology Drama Food Prep & Nutrition

French* Geography Health & Social Care History

Media Studies Music Photography GCSE PE

Psychology Religious Studies Sociology Spanish

The option blocks:

The option subjects:



Progress 8
Here's a brief explanation of how Progress 8 works:

Progress 8 measures pupil’s progress across eight key subjects:
English, Maths, three Ebacc subjects (sciences, languages, and
humanities), and three additional subjects.

1.

Your child's progress in these subjects is compared to the average
progress made by pupils who had the same starting point (as
measured by their KS2 results) in the same subject.

2.

Each pupil's score is then calculated based on their progress in
these subjects.

3.

These scores are then averaged across all pupils in the school to
give an overall Progress 8 score for the school.

4.

Progress 8 Score:

A score of 0 means the pupils in the school have made progress in
line with the national average.
A score above 0 means the pupils in the school have made better
progress than the national average.
A score below 0 means the pupils in the school have made less
progress than the national average.

It's important to note that Progress 8 is not the only measure we use
to assess your child's progress. We also consider their strengths,
weaknesses, and individual circumstances. 
However, Progress 8 is a valuable tool that helps us identify areas
where your child may need extra support and allows us to track their
progress over time.



Date Event

23 April Options assemblies

15 May Year 9 Parents Evening

W/c 6 May Taster day

15 May Options Evening 

16 May Application Window Opens

23 May Application Window Closes

SUMMER 2 Options confirmation letter sent out

Key dates

Key staff

Mr C Nicholson Assistant Principal

Mrs S Thomas  Assistant Principal

Mrs S Loughnane Head of Year 9

Ms V Murawski Careers Lead



Skills required:

Artist research and analytical skills.

Developing ideas.

Experimenting with Ideas, materials and

techniques skills

Recording and presenting ideas.

Evaluation skills.

Making connections.

Drawing skills. 

Creativity.

Assessment:

Unit 1: Personal Portfolio
Internally set and marked; assessed
through controlled assessment.

Unit 2: Externally Set Task in Art and
Design
Externally set theme and internally
marked.

Title > General Research > Artist
research > Idea developments > Final
idea > Final Outcome 

Subject description:

Art and Design equips pupils with the skills to enjoy, produce and engage with the visual
arts throughout their lives, and it has immense value as a GCSE subject. GCSE Art and
Design provides the opportunity for pupils to: 

Explore both contemporary and historical sources of art, craft and design first hand
through, for example: visiting museums, galleries, art shows and fairs . 
Experiencing audio-visual productions, including still and moving imagery of their
surroundings and environments.  
Take an individual approach to their art, craft and design making  
Develop the skill of selecting their best and most appropriate work for presentation

Art & Design

Career opportunities:

Fine Artist, Printmaker, Textile designer, Fashion designer, Film Maker, Prop maker, Set
designer, SFX make up artist, Architect, Graphics designer, games designer, Marketing,
App designer, Film editor, Photographer, Commercial and Advertising Photographer,
Corporate Photographer. Editorial and Press Photographer. Fashion Photographer.
Fashion and Photographic Stylist. Fine Art Photographer. Wedding Photographer.

Examination board: Edexcel



Skills required:

Problem solving

Communication

Numeracy

Research Skills

Critical thinking

Time management

Digital Literacy

Entrepreneurial mind-set

Assessment:

You will sit 2 papers 

Each paper:

Is worth 50% of the GCSE

Is worth 90 marks

Lasts 1 hour 45 minutes

Focus:

Theme 1 - investigating small business

Theme 2 - Building a business

Subject description:

The Business course aims to equip pupils with an understanding of the business
environment, how businesses operate within it, and the influence of external factors on
business decisions and strategies. It encourages pupils to develop as commercially
minded and enterprising individuals and helps them to understand the practical
implications of business concepts.

Business Studies

Career opportunities:

Business Management
Marketing and advertising
Finance and accounting
Retail Management
Hospitality and Tourism management

Examination board: Edexcel



Skills required:

Research skills: Within the NEA set
assignment, pupils will need to
complete research for equipment to
help make decisions on which to
choose and explain why.
Communication skills: Pupils will
regularly engage in group work to
complete tasks set.
Practical cooking skills: One of the
NEA includes a practical cooking
lesson. Pupils will prepare a bottle
feed or meal for a child.

Assessment:

This course consists of three
components. Two components are     
non-exam-assessed units (NEA). One
component is an exam-assessed unit. 

R057 Health and well-being for child
development - Exam assessed.
R058 Create a safe environment and
understand the nutritional needs of
children from birth to five years -
NEA.
R059 Understand the development of
a child from one to five years - NEA.

Subject description:

The Level 1/Level 2 Cambridge National in Child Development is aimed at pupils aged 14-
16 years and will develop knowledge, understanding and practical skills that would be
used in the Childcare sector. You may be interested in this if you want an engaging
qualification where you will use your learning in practical, real-life situations. This
qualification will complement other learning that you’re completing for GCSEs or
vocational qualifications at Key Stage 4 and help to prepare you for further study.

Career opportunities: 

Pupils will be able to select from a wide range of careers in childcare and the health and
social care sector such as:

Social worker
Primary school teacher 
Nursery Nurse 
Counsellor 
Pediatrician 
Midwife 
Obstetrician 
Nursery Manager 
Youth worker

Child Development
Examination board: OCR Cambridge National



Skills required:

How do I know if I am suited to this
course?
This course is for the young person
who:
Thinks in a logical manner, has the
resilience to keep trying and enjoys
solving problems and puzzles.  

1.

Applies Computational thinking, code
tracing, problem-solving,
programming concepts including the
design of effective algorithms and the
designing, writing, testing and refining
of code.

2.

Assessment:

You will sit 2 papers. 

Each paper:

is worth 50% of that GCSE

is worth 80 marks

lasts 1 hour 30 minutes.

Focus:

Paper 1 - Computer Systems

Paper 2 - Computational Thinking

Algorithms and Programming

Career opportunities:

Computer science pupils have excellent graduate prospects as computer
scientists are needed in every type of industry.
From games developer to manager of IT and communications services,
computer science has a range of opportunities open.
Application analyst
Business analyst
Data analyst
Database administrator

Subject description:

Computers are changing every part of our lives at an ever increasing rate – why not drive
the future?
In this GCSE:

Experience programming and create new software
Find out how hackers attack computers
Discover how computers work 
Solve logical problems

Computer Science
Examination board: OCR



Skills required:

The ability to work with abstract ideas,
research and selection skills.
Expression and Communication skills
Working with others.
pupils must have an interest in the
subject both practically and
theoretically 
Dancers must be prepared to appear
in regular performance to build
confidence and skill
Dancers are expected to be committed
to rehearsals in their own time,
including lunch and after school for at
least one hour per week

Assessment:

Component 1: Performance &

Choreography

Solo and duet/trio performance - 30%

of GCSE

Solo or group choreography – 30% of

GCSE

 Component 2: Dance appreciation

90 minute Written Paper – 40% of

GCSE

Subject description:

In Dance we look for passionate people who would like to study 6 pieces of work by 6
different choreographers over the 2 year course. We analyse these, perform sections and
create choreography inspired by the styles of dance studied. We also write about these
practitioners within the written exam. You will practice different dance techniques and
have workshops in many different styles such as contemporary, Hip Hop, Modern, Jazz,
Samba, Ballet, etc. We will aim to create pieces for shows/performances both at Shirley
and other venues as well as you creating your own choreography. 

Career opportunities:

Professional Dancer
Choreographer
Teacher
Dance therapist 
Community practitioner
Dance company manager 
Dance administrator 
And many more! 

Dance
Examination board: AQA



Skills required:

Ability to create and write design
briefs and specifications. 
To undertake and explore
independent research in and around
your project.
Exploring the work of other designers
and being influenced and inspired by
them to create and develop your own
individual design style.
To design and create individual and
innovation design using an iterative
design process, which involves
continually developing, analysing and
evaluating your work. 
Using evaluate methods and to
suggest further improvements and
development through further testing,
investigations and iterations.
Creating various prototype models
using different materials and showing
development of ideas.
Being able to understand and apply: 

- core technical principles;
- specialist technical principles
- designing and making principles

Assessment:

One Written Exam Paper (2hrs):

Written Paper = 100 marks, worth 50% of

GCSE. The written paper covers:

Core technical principles;

Specialist technical principles;

Designing and making principles

One Piece of NEA (Non-examined

Assessment) (30-35hrs):

NEA = 100 marks, worth 50% of GCSE.

The NEA is a substantial design and make

task, the criteria covers: Identifying and

investigating design possibilities;

Producing a design brief and specification;

Generating design ideas; Developing

design ideas; Realising design ideas;

Analysing & evaluating.

Subject description:

GCSE Design and Technology will prepare pupils to participate confidently and
successfully in an increasingly technological world. pupils will gain awareness and learn
from broader influences on Design and Technology, including historical, social, cultural,
environmental and economic factors. pupils will be able to work creatively when
designing and making and apply technical and practical expertise. GCSE Design and
Technology allows students to study core technical and designing and making principles,
including a broad range of design processes, materials techniques and equipment. They
will also have the opportunity to study specialist technical principles in greater depth

Career opportunities:

Materials: Jewellery maker; Ironmonger; Blacksmith; Material scientists; Materials
research and development; Costume maker.

1.

Web & devices: Web Designer; UX designer; App designer; OS developer; Programmer;
Program designer; Video game designer.

2.

Electronics & Mechanics: Sound engineer; robotics; Automation designer; Electronic
design engineer; Communications systems designer.

3.

Design: Graphic designer; Industrial designer; Costume designer; Fashion designer; Set
designer; Jewellery designer; Exhibition designer; architect.

4.

Design & Technology
Examination board: AQA



Skills required:

Create original drama to portray your
intention to the audience. 
Use vocal and physical skills to
portray meaning to an audience. 
Understand drama and the different
roles in the theatre 
Understand how to portray meaning
to an audience 
Effectively bring a script to life using
prior knowledge from the course. 

Assessment:

You will sit 1 paper in year 11 as well as
two practical performances. You will
have 2 practical performances,
assessed on one of the following:

Actor
Costume/set designer
Light technician 
Sound technician 

You will hand on one piece of
coursework; a devising log. 

Career opportunities:

Theatre director, Technician, Actor, Stagehand, Makeup Artist, Costume Designer,
Producer.
Theatre manager
Studio manager
Producer, director, actor TV/Film
Drama Therapist 
Lawyer
Presenter
Teacher 
Script writer and journalist:  pupils who enjoy writing and communicating ideas.
And more. 

Subject description:

The Pearson Edexcel Level 1/Level 2 GCSE (9–1) in Drama consists of two                       
non-examination assessment components and one externally examined paper. This
course is designed to provide you with a thorough understanding Theatre and the roles
within. You will devise your own performance, learn skills to create original content and
experiment with different approaches to devising. You will perform from a script and
analyse a popular script from the point of view of a director, actor and theatre
technician. You will demonstrate several skills by completing two practical exams and
one written paper.

Drama
Examination board: Edexcel



Skills required:

Demonstrate effective and safe high level
cooking skills by planning, preparing dishes
using a variety of cooking techniques and
equipment.
Develop knowledge and understanding of
the functional properties, chemical
processes and nutritional content of foods.
Understand the relationship between diet,
nutrition and health, including the
physiological and psychological effects of
different diets and health.
To undertake and explore independent
research in and around your project.
Using evaluate methods and to suggest
further improvements and development
through further testing, investigations and
iterations.
Creating various recipes menu using
different ingredients and showing
developing technical skills when planning
for specific diets

Assessment:

One Written Exam Paper (1 hrs 45
minutes):

Written Paper = 100 marks, worth 50% of
GCSE. The written paper covers:
-Food Preparation Skills
-Food Nutrition and and Health
-Food Science
-Food Safety
-Food Choice
-Food Provenance

TWO Pieces of NEA (Non-examined
Assessment) 

NEA 1 Food Science Investigation + NEA 2 Food
preparation involving a 3 hour session for
candidates to produce their final 3 dishes. =
100 marks, worth 50% of GCSE.
These are written report and portfolios (1500-
2000 word count)

Subject description:

GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition will help you to develop a greater understanding of
nutrition, food provenance and the working characteristics of food materials. You’ll also
learn about food from around the world, through the study of British and international
culinary traditions as well as developing an understanding of where food comes from and
the challenges surrounding food security. You’ll master culinary skills and appreciate the
science behind food and cooking. 

Career opportunities:
Food Preparation and Nutrition GCSE provides an excellent grounding in practical food skills and
nutrition that you will use every day, no matter what career choice.  

Careers are plentiful in such a huge and diverse industry. Opportunities may include jobs in
food manufacture such as product development 
Marketing and Business
Quality control jobs 
Health and safety such as environmental health work, 
nutrition and dietetics.
Hospitality industry e.g chef, barrister, sous chef 
Sports trainer
Food Technologist

Food Preparation & Nutrition
Examination board: AQA 



Skills required:

To be able to analyse performance

through movement analysis.

To be able to analyse performance in

relation to strengths and weaknesses.

To be able to relate knowledge of

anatomy and physiology to sporting

examples.

Carry out accurate and valid fitness

tests.

Use data to demonstrate knowledge

of performance.

Assessment:

GCSE PE
Paper 1 – Anatomy & Physiology 60mins
(worth 30% of final grade)
Paper 2 – Social-cultural issues and sports
psychology 60 mins ( worth 30% of final
grade) 
Coursework – worth 10% of final grade
THREE practical sports worth 10% each.

Cambridge National Sports Science

1 Written paper (60 mins)
3 centre assessed tasks (10 hours should
be spent on each task)

Career opportunities:

Allied health professional
Dietician
Fitness instructor
Masseuse
Nutritionist
PE teacher
Personal trainer
Physiotherapist
Policy advisor 
Professional sportsperson
Sports coach/consultant
Sports science

Subject description:

Our GCSE in Physical Education equips pupils with the knowledge, understanding and
skills to develop their own performance in sport. They develop their understanding of
socio-cultural influences on participation in sport, and the benefits of physical activity to
health, fitness and well-being. 

Our Cambridge National in Sport Science helps pupils appreciate how sport science
underpins sport at all levels. They learn about anatomy, physiology, injury prevention,
improving personal fitness through appropriate training and diet, and the role of
psychology in improving performance.

GCSE PE / Cambridge National
Examination board: OCR



Skills required:

To think critically about world events
To be aware and recall examples of
important Geographical events 
Carry out fieldwork: presenting data
in an effective way and evaluate
methods and suggest possible
improvements and further
investigations.
Write evaluative, looking at all sides
of they arguments. 
Interpret graphs, maps and data
(including map reading skills) 

Assessment:

You will sit 3 Exam papers:
All exams are taken in year 11.

Paper 1 Living with the physical
environment (1 hour 30 mins exams (35%)

Paper 2 Challenge of the human
environment (1 hour 30 mins exams (35%)

 Paper 3 Geographical skills and
applications (1 hour 30 mins exam (30%)

Career opportunities:

 Travel industry: tour guide, travel agent, eco tourism
World events: Aid Worker, Diplomat, Refugee Advisor, Charity Coordinator;
Outdoors: Glaciologist, Civil Engineer, Soil Consultant, Coastal Manager,
Environment Agency 
Human impacts: Town planner, Disaster Manager, Water Supply, Forestry,
Pollution Analysts, Conservation Officer, United Nations, NASA. Transport
Logistics, Environmental Impact Assessor. 

Subject description:

This varied curriculum is written to guide you through the components of Physical and
Human Geography as well as on opportunity to develop your fieldwork and analytical
skills of investigations. You will demonstrate several skills by completing 3 exam papers
and have the opportunity to take part in fieldwork opportunities. You will also be
encouraged to think critically and apply your knowledge to real-world situations and
current world events. 

Geography
Examination board: AQA 



Skills required:

Digital skills: making use of the

internet for research

Teamwork skills: working with others

to expand knowledge

Communication skills: supporting

people with a diverse range of needs 

Assessment:

This course consists of three
components.
Two components are internally assessed
through Pearson Set Assignments. 
One component is assessed externally via
an Exam.

1. Human Lifespan Development -Internal

2. Health and Social Care Services and
Values - Internal

3. Health and Wellbeing - External 

Career opportunities:

Medical professions in health care such as nurse, doctor, pharmacist,
physiotherapist and occupational therapist. 

Professions in social care such as social worker, care worker, probation officer,
nursery nurse and youth worker, primary school teacher.

Subject description:

The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Health and Social Care is for learners
who want to acquire sector-specific applied knowledge through vocational contexts by
studying human lifespan development, health and social care services and values, and
health and wellbeing as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. The qualification recognises the
value of learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs. The
qualification will broaden learners’ experience and understanding of the varied
progression options available to them.

Health & Social Care
Examination board: Pearson BTEC



Skills required:

A01- Demonstrate knowledge and
understanding of the key features and
characteristics of the period studied.

A02- Explain and analyse historical events
and periods studied using second-order
concepts.

A03- Analyse, evaluate and use sources
(contemporary to the period) to make
substantiated judgements, in the context
of historical events studied.

A04- Analyse, evaluate and make
substantiated judgements about
interpretations (including how and why
interpretations may differ) in the context
of historical events studied.

Assessment:

You will sit 3 papers. It is worth 1 GCSE
Paper 1: Thematic Study
Crime and punishment through time,
c1000-present day. This paper is worth
30% of your GCSE and is out of 52 marks
This paper is 1 hour 20 minutes.
Paper 2:
British Depth Study
Anglo-Saxon and Norman England,
c1060-88. 
Period Study
Superpower Relations and the Cold War,
1941-91. This paper is worth 40% of your
GCSE and is out of 64 marks
This paper is 1 hour 50 minutes.
Paper 3:
Modern Depth Study
Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-39.
This paper is worth 30% of your GCSE
and is out of 52 marks
This paper is 1 hour 30 minutes.

Career opportunities:

GCSE history is a great basis for many A Level subjects and is highly regarded by
colleges, universities and employers.

Writing and journalism
Law
Politics 
TV, media and broadcasting
Travel and tourism
Museums and libraries
History teaching
Archaeology
Archivist

Subject description:

This comprehensive programme is designed for pupils with a mixture of short- and long-
answer questions. Questions will focus on a variety of historical areas, such as what
happened, the impact of key events, how far you agree with a view. pupils also analyse
historical sources and come up with ideas for tackling an historical investigation.

History
Examination board: Edexcel



Skills required:

Deconstructing different media texts
in terms of engaging audiences and
positioning audiences.
Analysing different media industries.
The ability to use digital technology
to create media.
Excellent interpersonal and
communication skills when
undertaking paired work;
presentations.
Applying theories to extended writing
tasks.

Assessment:

You will sit two examinations and follow a
non-examination (coursework) brief
which changes yearly.

Paper 1 Exploring The Media (40%).

Understanding Media Forms (30%).

NEA (coursework 30%). 

Career opportunities:

Working in broadcasting; film, TV or radio.
Working in developing or publishing; video games, websites or social media.
Working in journalism or public relations.
Designing; posters, billboards or media campaigns.
Audience research/targeting for media companies.

Subject description:

Media Studies requires learners to explore key concepts; representations, audiences,
industries and media language and to explore nine different media industries including
film, television and online. Learners will also deconstruct different media texts and
explore their historical, sociological, cultural and political contexts. 

Media Studies
Examination board: Eduqas



Skills required:

The ability to spot and recognise
patterns and rules in language.
To demonstrate a variety of
tenses and sophisticated language
skills in your work.
To be confident in all four key
areas; listening, speaking, reading
and writing.
To consistently meet deadlines.

Assessment:

You will sit 4 separate papers. 

Each paper is worth 25% of the GCSE

The listening paper lasts 45 mins
The reading paper lasts 45 mins
The writing paper lasts 1 hour
The speaking exam lasts 10 mins

Modern Foreign Languages

Career opportunities:

The tourism industry such as hotel manager, club rep, cabin crew, pilot,
tour guide
Translator, interpreter, teacher, tutor
Marketing, sales, advertising or business for an international company
such as Dior, Chanel, Garnier, Santander  
Travel writing or journalism
Charity work 

Subject description:
 

This GCSE is designed to give pupils the ability to confidently communicate in either
French or Spanish in real-life situations as well as giving students a broad cultural
awareness of life in a French or Spanish speaking country. Pupils will develop their
linguistic knowledge in the following four areas; listening, speaking, reading and writing. 

Examination board: AQA



Skills required:

Understand different musical genres
and be open and ready to learn more 
Play an instrument or sing (or start
getting lessons in year 10)
Be prepared to perform to an audience 
Compose your own music on
GarageBand music software or through
traditional instruments
Organisation - You will need to practice
your instrument regularly 

Assessment:

Solo Performance 15%

Group ensemble performance 15% 

Composition 1 15%

Composition 2 (to a set brief) 15%

Listening exam 1 80 minute paper 40%. 

Career opportunities:

Music producer
Sound technician, 
Composer
Session musician
Peripatetic teacher
Score writer/arranger
Teacher 
Conductor

Subject description:

This course is designed to provide you with a thorough understanding of Music theory
and listening. You will demonstrate several skills by completing four practical exams and
one written paper. You will compose your own song, write another to a set brief, you will
perform a solo and work as part of an ensemble. You will study a total of 16 genres
through four areas of study (AoS). AoS2 Concerto through Time: this covers music from
1600 - 1910 through Baroque, Classical & Romantic. AoS3 Rhythms of the World: covers
music from South America, Europe & the Middle East and music from India. AoS4: Film
Music AoS5: Conventions of Pop covers music from 1950s Rock to Roll to solo artists of
the present day. 

Music
Examination board: OCR



Skills required:

Communication - Communication is
essential in any field, but even more
so in psychology.
Active listening
Critical thinking 
Ethical understanding 
Organisation
Analytical Skills
Research
Numeracy
Commitment to learning 

Psychology

Assessment:

You will sit 2 papers. 
Each paper is worth 50% of the GCSE.
Each paper is 100 marks.
Each paper is 1 hour 45 minutes.

There are 4 sections worth 25 marks in
each paper that have the following style
of questions:
-Multiple choice
-Short answer 
-Extended writing.

Subject description:

Psychology is a broad discipline which includes many areas of study such as cognitive
development, and clinical and social behaviour. During the course of your GCSE
Psychology you will study memory, perception, communication and social influence.
Studying GCSE psychology is an excellent way to give yourself a foundational knowledge
of how the human mind works, understand social behaviour and human development.
GCSE psychology will also give you the basis upon which to build deeper knowledge in the
form of A Level psychology and an undergraduate degree.

Examination board: AQA

Career opportunities:

Medical and health professions such as psychologists, doctors, wellbeing
practitioners , therapists and counsellors.
Research specialists (social researchers/market researchers)
Education (teachers, consultants)
Law
Neuroscience and study of the human brain.
Human resources officers and career advisors.



Photography
Examination board: Edexcel

Subject description:

Photography is defined here as the practice of producing images using light-sensitive
materials such as photographic film, or digital methods of development and production
to create static or moving images. GCSE Photography provides the opportunity for pupils
to: 

Explore both contemporary and historical sources of Fine Art Photography first hand
through, for example: visiting museums, galleries, art shows and fairs . 
Experiencing audio-visual productions, including still and moving imagery of their
surroundings and environments.  
Take an individual approach to their photography.
Develop the skill of selecting their best and most appropriate work for presentation

Skills required:

Use photographic techniques and
processes, appropriate to students’
personal intentions, for example:

Lighting
Viewpoint
Aperture
depth of field
shutter speed and movement
use of enlarger
chemical and/or digital processes

Assessment:

Unit 1: Personal Portfolio
Internally set and marked; assessed

through controlled assessment.

Unit 2: Externally Set Task in Art and
Design

Externally set theme and internally
marked.

Title > General Research > Artist research
> Idea developments > Final idea > Final

Outcome 

Career opportunities:

Fine Artist, Printmaker, Textile designer, Fashion designer, Film Maker, Prop maker,
Set designer, SFX make up artist, Architect, Graphics designer, games designer,
Marketing, App designer, Film editor, Photographer, Commercial and Advertising
Photographer, Corporate Photographer. Editorial and Press Photographer.
Fashion Photographer. Fashion and Photographic Stylist. Fine Art Photographer.
Wedding Photographer.



Skills required:

Analytical and critical thinking skills 

The ability to work with abstract

ideas, research and selection skills.

Making decisions about moral

problems. 

Expression and Communication skills

Working with others, problem solving.

Religious Studies

Assessment:

You will sit 3 papers for Component 1, 2
and 3. 
Paper 1 is worth 50% of that GCSE
Papers 2 & 3 are worth 50% of the GCSE
Paper 1 is worth 126 marks: 2 hours
Papers 2 is worth 66 marks: 1 hour
Paper 3 is worth 60 marks: 1 hour

Philosophy and Ethics
Christianity
Islam

Subject description:
Eduqas GCSE Religious Studies takes a distinctive issues based approach to the study of
religious, philosophical and ethical studies in the modern world. The course will also
enable you to gain knowledge and understanding of two religions.   You will deepen your
understanding of the relationship between people. You will learn about common and
various views within two religious traditions, in the way beliefs and teachings are
understood and expressed. You will demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the
fact that religious traditions of Great Britain are, in the main, Christian, but you will also
understand that religious traditions in Great Britain are diverse and include the religion of
Islam, as well as non-religious beliefs, such as atheism and humanism.

Examination board: Eduqas

Career opportunities:
Education, youth, social work, and social services
NHS, Medicine & Nursing
Law, Politics, Publishing and Journalism
International Business, Diplomacy & Religious professions of various kinds. 
The Civil Service; Advertising, the Charity Sector and NGOs (non-government
organisations)



Skills required:

A01 Demonstrate knowledge and

understanding of sociological theories,

concepts, evidence and methods.

AO2 Apply knowledge and understanding

of sociological theories, concepts,

evidence and methods.

AO3 Analyse and evaluate sociological

theories, concepts, evidence and methods

in order to construct arguments, make

judgements and draw conclusions.

Assessment:

Paper 1 The sociology of families and
education.
The sociology of families
The sociology of education
pupils will be expected to draw on
knowledge and understanding of the
entire course of study to show a deeper
understanding of these topics.
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks
50% of GCSE
Paper 2 The sociology of crime and
deviance and social stratification.
The sociology of crime and deviance
The sociology of social stratification
pupils will be expected to draw on
knowledge and understanding of the
entire course of study to show a deeper
understanding of these topics.
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
100 marks
50% of GCSE

Career opportunities:

GCSE Sociology is a great basis for many A Level subjects and is highly regarded
by colleges, universities and employers.

Writing and journalism
Law
Politics 
TV, media and broadcasting
Social Workers
Social Sciences

Subject description:

Studying GCSE Sociology gives pupils valuable knowledge and understanding of today’s
society through studying families, education, crime and deviance and social stratification.
It also allows students to develop critical and evaluative thinking skills.

Sociology
Examination board: AQA 



How many subjects can I choose?
You will choose four subjects, one from each options block. You will also
pick a reserve subject in option blocks 3 & 4.

FAQs

What do I do if I miss the application window?
Contact one of the key staff members as soon as possible.

Can I get an EBacc at Shirley High School?
Yes. To enter the EBacc pathway, please ensure that you pick a humanity
and a language in option blocks 1 & 2.

Do I have to pick the EBacc?
No. Our curriculum allows freedom to choose any combination of subjects
from our subject pages if the EBacc is not for you.

Will I get my top choices?
We will do all we can to ensure that you get your choices in order of
preference but we cannot guarantee this for all pupils.

What if I change my mind?
Please contact the school as soon as possible. Any changes will need to be
submitted in writing.

Do I have to pick all of the core subjects?
To ensure a broad and balanced curriculum, all pupils will study the
following core subjects:

English Literature
English Language
Mathematics
Science
Core PE
Personal Development

The core subjects sit outside of your options.



What is it?
A website with all the information and tools you need to explore your future
career.

Select a subject that you love.1.
You will get a list of possible jobs that use that subject.2.
Select a job to read about:3.

An example of some of the information:

The annual salary
Working hours
Future employment prospects
Day-to-day tasks
Routes into the job (e.g. University entry requirements.
Number of people employed in each region in the UK
And many more

Careerpilot
Website: www.careerpilot.org.uk

One of the 19 jobs
listed for dance is a

personal trainer



What is it?
Unifrog is a one-stop careers website that will help and guide you
throughout your careers choices, from picking your options to applying for
university.

Unifrog allows you to investigate subject areas and the corresponding jobs
that relate to them. You can do quizzes and questionnaires to help you think
about the types of careers you may be suitable for and then you can
explore the different sectors.

Unifrog
Website: www.unifrog.org

You can search by jobs, subjects, interests and skills:

You will shortly receive an email which explains how you can log onto Unifrog for the first time.

http://www.unifrog.org/


Art & Design bush@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Business Studies routledge-brown@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Child Development frimpong@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Computer Science douto@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Dance fairweather@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Design & Technology khera@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Drama shiamtanis@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Food Preparation & Nutrition divecha@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

GCSE PE / CAM Nat noirette@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Geography chenery@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Health & Social Care frimpong@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

History attenborough@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Media Studies mallie@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

MFL thomas@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Music saunders@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Photography bush@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Psychology powellc@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Religious Studies afriyiea@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Sociology kasprzak@shirley.croydon.sch.uk

Staff emails



#strivingforexcellence
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